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TERRORISM IN WEST GERMANY: 
A SURVEY 


This study is primarily for academic specialists in political violence, 
providing fairly detailed information which may well seem a tedious recital 
to the general reader. However, the subject is of interest and importance to 
the public, so the following survey is presented to show what it all adds up 
to; and to offer some views on the social and political climate which fosters 
and permits the spread of violent anarchism as a small but quite significant 
phenomenon in parts of the Federal Republic of Germany. 

West German terrorists emerged from the student protest movement in 
the late 1960s. Through the 1970s there were two main groups: the 
communist Red Army Faction (Rote Armee Fraktion), or RAF, also known 
as the “Baader-Meinhof” group; and the anarchist Movement Second 
June.* Both groups exploded bombs in public places at first, went on to 
shoot policemen, and later kidnapped and murdered civilians. As the decade 
advanced, their violence became more personal and direct, and increasingly 
brutal. Then in 1977 (during the hunt for Dr. Hanns-Martin Schleyer—see 
the beginning of PART ONE below/, the Federal Government took 
determined and unusual measures to deal with terrorist crime. Chancellor 
Schmidt set up a crisis committee which was urged to use imaginative 
methods to find the kidnappers and killers. They resorted even to means of 
dubious legality, such as not properly authorised telephone tapping and the 
temporary, but not legally justifiable, exclusion of lawyers’ visits to 
imprisoned terrorists. The news media were urged to keep silent on all 
events connected with the hunt. While searching exhaustively for the victim 
and the criminals, the authorities showed an unshakeable determination not 
to give in to terrorist blackmail. Dr. Schleyer was not saved, but terrorist 
crime thereafter sank to a much lower level for the next six years. 

The remnant of the Movement Second June merged with the remnant of 
the RAF in 1980. The new, combined organisation itself all but disinte¬ 
grated. The older members dispersed, quite a few of them finding asylum in 
the Middle East. A good many were tracked down and arrested as terrorist 
crime detection and international co-operation improved. Some were killed 
in gun battles with the police. Some blew themselves up with their own 
bombs. And although new recruits joined the RAF, and new terrorist groups 


* For the origins and development of these groups from the late 1960s to 
1977, see Jillian Becker: HITLER’S CHILDREN: THE STORY OF THE 
BAADER-MEINHOF TERRORIST GANG, 2nd. edition, Panther (Granada), 
London 1978. 





began to emerge in the late 1970s—notably the Revolutionary Cells, or 
RZ—-the terrorist threat abated, and remained low until 1984. 

In that year terrorism revived and grew in extent and degree of violence 
over the next two to three years to proportions that Germany had not 
experienced in like manner since the 1920s and 1930s. The numbers 
engaged in terroristic violence increased from some tens to some thousands. 
Very few, however, joined the RAF, which remained a small organization of 
about two dozen activists, with a support-circle of a few hundred. Although 
it produced a periodical (see PART THREE) to publicize its views and 
activities, it continued to address itself almost exclusively to its own hard¬ 
core, its foreign allies, and an ever-shrinking audience of half-interested 
sympathizers. Centred on the Stuttgart and Frankfurt areas its “com¬ 
mandos”, usually teams of two, ventured forth to commit ever more cruel 
and callous murders. Having lost the idealistic impulse which the founders 
of the group had depended on to explain or excuse their violence, they could 
only repeat the devil-names of a vague and abstract enemy, (designated 
more generally as the Western world) to justify their irrational but 
conscientiously sustained mood of wrath. 

A large, amorphous group using or approving of violence are the self- 
styled “autonomists”. Numbers in this group fluctuate, but there were 
certainly more than 1000 of them in 1987, perhaps as many as 3000. By no 
means all are active terrorists, but virtually all consider violence in some 
form acceptable. They are chiefly concentrated in West Berlin, next in 
Hamburg, and next in Frankfurt and the Cologne-Diisseldorf areas. To this 
group belong leisure-hour bombers and saboteurs who give their sub¬ 
groups fancy names such as the revolutionary tradesmen or progressive 
front garden gnomes (sic), and who are responsible for most of the cases of 
sabotage, arson and bombing. 

It would be difficult to support the idea that in the history of post-war 
Germany, or the political and social climate of the Federal Republic as a 
whole, cause can be found for an anarchist revolt among the young. When 
barely .005% of the entire population takes action, in the name of a 
destructive ideology, to threaten lives, to wound and maim, to damage 
property, disrupt law and order, and challenge the authority of the 
democratic state, compelling cause would seem to be absent. It is more 
reasonable to assume that cause lies in the temperament of those who band 
together to commit the acts of terrorism. 

But though the political and social circumstances may not cause, they 
nevertheless manifestly permit the growth of organised violence. Federal 
and state governments, whether “conservative” Christian-Democratic or 
“liberal” Social Democratic, have generally taken tolerance to a degree that 
amounts to indulgence. 

On the whole, the Federal Republic is governmentally soft. It is not, 
however, weak. It is not at all likely to be destroyed by terrorism and anti¬ 
democratic movements as the Weimar Republic was. But what might be 
called “the politics of emotion” are accorded, by a majority who do not 
share them, at least as much respect as, and possibly more than, the politics 


of reason by which conflicting interests are balanced. The “politics of 
emotion” belong to a range of parties, movements and events, such as the 
Greens, the anti-nuclear campaign, the squatter protests, the mass demon¬ 
strations in the streets and at Frankfurt airport. No sensible limits are set by 
authorities or public opinion. Too much has been permitted. If the 
aggressive young are unable to explain clearly what they are “struggling” 
for, it may be partly because they are allowed to invent the most absurd 
nonsense to depict what they are “struggling” against. They accuse their 
government of being “fascist”, declare the most humane prisons in Europe 
to be torture chambers, maintain that America is an imperialist exploiter, 
complain that the over-restrained police are homicidal brutes. Like over¬ 
indulged children of all generations everywhere, some at least must be 
testing authority to see how far they will be allowed ,to go. In November 
1987, after years of violent demonstrations by “pacifists” at Frankfurt 
airport against the use of a new and longer runway, demonstrators went so 
far as to shoot two policemen dead and wound three others with a gun 
stolen from the police at an earlier demonstration. That too is terrorism. 

Not even the lawcourts set a hard limit to indulgence. Crimes which by 
dictionary definition should be described as treason and mass murder are 
punished by prison sentences which might adequately deter habitual 
burglary. “Life” imprisonment is very unlikely to exceed eighteen years. 
Few found guilty of terrorist murder are likely to serve even as much. 

If tolerance is the prevailing virtue, indulgence may be the besetting sin of 
a parent generation needing to atone for its country’s criminal past. More 
constructive atonement may be perceived in West Germany’s existing laws 
against the formation of anti-democratic parties, insufficient though they 
are to prevent seditious activity by individuals. Suspicion that agents 
provocateurs are at work among West German terrorists was aroused when 
the East German ruse of systematically pouring illegal Oriental refugees into 
West Berlin in order to force the West to create a regular border (see PART 
ONE; II, P. 24), was assisted by RZ’s “kneecapping” of immigration 
officials and bombing of their offices. 

It is not the case, however, that the West German terrorists are funded, 
controlled, armed, trained or even in most cases abetted by Eastern bloc 
governments. It is true that some sought training in the Middle East from 
Palestinian organizations, chiefly the Marxist group led by Georges Habash, 
the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, PFLP. It is alsa true that 
the PFLP was armed largely with Soviet-supplied arms through the 
intermediary of Syria; and some of its members were trained by East 
German and Soviet instructors in Lebanon, Eastern Europe, and the Soviet 
Union. But there is no evidence, and it is very unlikely, that the Soviet Union 
or any other Communist country is the creator or sustainer of terrorist 
groups in West Germany. Soviet publications”' * on the subject condemn 

** Eg. Victor Vitiuk: LEFTIST TERRORISM, Progress, Moscow, 1985; 
Ernst Henry: STOP TERRORISM!, Novosti, Moscow, 1982; Svetov, 
Tarin, et al: INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM AND THE CIA, Progress, 
Moscow, 1983. 
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these “individual terrorists” as “ultra-leftists”, nihilists, and “anarchists of 
the Nechayev-Bakunin type”, and indeed such undisciplined elements, 
uncontrolled by the Party, have always been anathema to Soviet ideologists. 

The arrest of leading terrorists in France in April 1987 severely 
discouraged their allies in the RAF. But the “autonomists’” violence, with 
hundreds of bombings each year and attacks on individuals, does not seem, 
at the time of writing in late 1987, to be abating. 


PART ONE: 

“THE STRUGGLE GOES ON” 

1. THE QUIETER YEARS, 1977-1983 


The Murder of Individuals as Symbols 

Between 1977 and 1987, the West German terrorist group the Red Army 
Faction (RAF) murdered a number of individuals' as “symbols” (or 
“ character-masks ”). 

In 1977 they carried out three such murders. The victims were: Siegfried 
Buback, the Chief Federal Prosecutor, who was a “symbol” of the State and 
its legal system; Jurgen Ponto the banker, who was a “symbol” of 
“capitalism”; and Hanns-Martin Schleyer, President of the Employers’ 
Association, who was not only a “symbol” of “capitalism” and “exploi¬ 
tation”, but also of his generation’s Nazi past. He had been a member of the 
Nazi party, and the RAF terrorists often described themselves and their 
activities as “anti-Nazi” or “anti-fascist”. 

Dr. Schleyer was kidnapped on 5 September 1977 and held as hostage 
against the release of eleven RAF members who were imprisoned at 
Stammheim, including the founder leaders Andreas Baader, Gudrun 
Ensslin, and Jan-Carl Raspe (all arrested in June 1972). The Federal 
Government refused to negotiate. A month later, on 13 October four 
Arabs—-members of the Marxist Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) —hijacked a Lufthansa plane bound for West Germany 
from Majorca. The flight ended at Mogadishu in Somalia on 17 October. 
The terrorists demanded the release of the same eleven RAF prisoners that 
Dr. Schleyer’s kidnappers had demanded. The Government sent a special 
team from the police squad GSG-9 to rescue the hostages. They were all 
saved except the pilot, who had been shot through the head by one of the 
hijackers. Three of the four Arabs were killed. 

When news of the rescue reached the Stammheim cells through transistor 
radios in the early hours of 18 October, Ensslin hanged herself (as Ulrike 
Meinhof, another founder-leader of the group, had done in the same prison 
in 1976); and Baader and Raspe shot themselves. The radios and the guns 
had been smuggled into the prison by some of their lawyers. The Mogadishu 
rescue and the suicides sealed the fate of Dr. Schleyer: he was found 
murdered on 19 October. 

Two years later on 25 June 1979, an attempt was made on the life of 
General Alexander Haig, Supreme Commander of NATO forces in Europe. 
General Haig was a symbol of many “evils” as perceived by the RAF, 
namely: America, “imperialism”, NATO, and “the military-industrial 
complex”. The attack took the form of a bomb buried about one foot under 
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the surface of a main road near the Belgian town of Mons. It was operated 
by a hand-switch which was thrown just moments too late to blow up 
General Haig s car, destroying instead one of the vehicles in convoy and 
seriously injuring two of the guards it was carrying. The RAF confession 
letter, admitting their failure, was translated into French and illustrated 
with press photographs of the aftermath by Pierre Carette, a Belgian printer. 
He was the son of a security official, and was active in a Belgian RAF 
support group Secours Rouge. A few years later he was to found the Belgian 
terrorist group Combative Communist Cells (CCC). 

Dissolution and Regrouping 

In 1977, about three weeks after the suicides in Stammheim prison, a 74 
year old Austrian businessman, Michael Palmer, the owner of a chain of 
retail stores, was kidnapped in Vienna. The Palmer family handed over 31 
million Austrian schillings (approximately £1 million at the 1977 exchange 
rate), and the victim was released four days after his abduction. Five known 
terrorists were sought for the crime, four of them women. Three were 
members of the Movement Second June: Inge Viett, Juliane Plambeck, and 
Gabrielle Krocher-Tiedemann. The remaining two, Elisabeth van Dyck and 
Rolf Clement Wagner, had both been associates of Siegfried Haag when he 
became the centre of the regrouped RAF between spring 1975 and 
November 1976 (the month of his arrest). 

During 1978 and 1979, both the communist RAF and the anarchist 
Movement Second June shrank in numbers, and the Movement Second June 
announced its dissolution on the 2nd June 1980. The RAF, in particular, 
had been demoralised by the failure of the Mogadishu hijack. As the two 
groups dwindled, looser terrorist groupings rose and gathered strength. 

The groups consisted of a fluctuating number of part-time terrorists, 
whose attacks took place in the evenings and on weekends. They led 
otherwise normal lives with ordinary jobs and indulged in terrorism as a 
leisure-time hobby. Some collected together as the Revolutionise Zellen 
(Revolutionary Cells), or RZ. Their collectively-declared policy was to 
attack things, not people , but this was not an invariable rule, and ignores 
the fact that people can be hurt through the material things that they invest 
in and on which their lives depend. Many people going about their daily 
business were hurt more or less directly, painfully and seriously when 
“things” were attacked. 

The initials RZ also stood for Rote Zora (Red Zora), a feminist group 
which derived its name from the title of a 1930 German novel, whose young 
heroine rejects existing moral values and social conventions. This group 
arose from the original RZ as a feminist branch and in the 1980’s grew to be 
increasingly independent. 

The bulk of the week-end terrorists come from a loose grouping 
collectively known as the autonomists, among whose terrorist offshoots the 
jokey anarchism of the Movement Second June re-emerged, as indicated by 
such self-chosen names as the progressive front garden gnomes and the 


revolutionaries of the fiery feast. The autonomists embrace a wide variety of 
anti-establishment opinion, ranging from extreme environment-conser¬ 
vationists to revolutionary activists. Among the latter the correct attitude to 
violence is endlessly debated, some rejecting “violence against people”, 
many setting the limits of “acceptable violence” as low as “provisioning 
actions” (organised thefts from supermarkets). Their shared ideology is an 
imprecise Bakuninite anarchism. Many of their recorded statements make it 
clear that their violent actions are carried out for personal emotional 
satisfaction, e.g. 

- a young man in the left-wing Berlin TAZ paper: “I throw stones not 
because of the bulls [police], I throw stones because of me.” 

- “Angelika” in an underground paper: “All is going to pieces in any 

case. Even without the 3. world war it is already five past twelve.I 

believe that life on earth will not be worth living at the latest in 50 
years time. Why am I not killing myself straightaway . . . ? It would suit 
the pigs only too well. ” 

Autonomists do not agree with the actions of the RAF. Thus an interviewee 
calling himself “cucumber” stated in Der Spiegel (1.9.87): 

“What the RAF is doing, in terms of how its message can be got across, I 
find quite senseless. The message conveyed by such actions as for instance 
the murder of the American soldier Pimental is equal to zero. It is wrong 
to murder a soldier only because one wants his identity card. Any military 
line of action is wrong when it proceeds in isolation from what is being 
fought against. If I fight against something then I must also have a line to 
those who are the victims of what I am fighting against. That is not at all 
the case with the RAF. With the Revolutionary Cells it is different; they 
make sure that their actions convey a message.” 

Also in the late 1970s, new groups emerged in neighbouring countries, 
such as Action Directe, (AD), in France, and the Combative Communist 
Cells, (CCC), in Belgium. They were similar to the German groups not only 
in their methods, slogans, antipathies and self-definition, but also in terms 
of the class, age, and character of their members. A declared alliance and 
some active co-operation between the various national groups became a 
feature of European terrorism in the mid 1980s. As an increasing number of 
states joined the European Economic Community, frontiers became more 
open, restrictions weaker, and the scope for terrorist activity across borders 
was commensurately enlarged. 

Flight and Pursuit 

Of those terrorists still at large after October 1977, some had fled to the 
Middle East, to Aden or South Lebanon. From 1976 to 1982, West Beirut 
was under the control of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), and 
subversives and revolutionaries, of both Left and Right, found asylum and 
training there. 
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Among the West Germans who went to Lebanon was Hans Joachim 
Klein, one of the team which had raided an OPEC meeting in Vienna in 
1974, killed three Austrians, kidnapped delegates and flown them to Libya. 
He repented of his terrorist past, and in his confessions mentioned that in 
Beirut he had met Juliane Plambeck of the Movement Second June, who was 
wanted in Europe for the Palmer kidnapping in December 1977, 

Friederike Krabbe, an erstwhile member of the Socialist Patients’ 
Collective of Heidelberg (a group which had affiliated itself to the RAF), 
and the younger sister of Hanna-Elise Krabbe, (serving a sentence of “twice 
life” for her role in the raid on the West German embassy at Stockholm in 
1975), went to Baghdad and lived with a member of the 15 May organisation. 

Ingrid Siepmann, an erstwhile member of the commune out of which the 
Movement Second June developed, became a member of the Wadi Haddad 
faction of the PFLP in Sidon. She was killed when the Israeli airforce 
bombed the Sidon offices of the PLO in 1982. 

Susanne Albrecht, who had organized the murder of her godfather Jurgen 
Ponto, chief executive of the Dresdner bank, in 1977, had also attached 
herself to the PFLP. 

Jorg Lang, one of the RAF defence lawyers, had fled to Beirut in 1974 two 
days before his trial was due to begin. He had taken his wife and children 
with him, and for eight years he lived as a guest of the PFLP. 

Juliane Plambeck returned to West Germany. In July 1978, she and a 
fellow terrorist named Wolfgang Beer were killed in a car accident while 
driving to a hide-out apartment in Heidelberg. 

Occasionally terrorists destroyed themselves with their own bombs. 
Hermann Feiling had a narrow escape on 23 June 1978 when a bomb 
exploded in his apartment in Heidelberg. The fire brigade rescued him from 
the smoking ruins, though both his legs had to be amputated and he was 
almost totally blinded. He confessed that he had been making a bomb which 
was intended for the Argentine consulate in Munich, and it had exploded 
while he was assembling it. He was a member of a 5-man unit of the 
Revolutionary Cells. His arrest and interrogation led to the discovery of two 
caches of armament and documents buried in forests near Heidelberg. The 
armament included handgrenades, bomb detonators, and ammunition. The 
documents included false identity papers, and lists which showed that the 
Revolutionary Cells had supply-links with both the Movement Second June 
and the RAF. 

One imprisoned member of the Movement Second June, Till Meyer, was 
freed in May 1978 by two women comrades, Gabrielle Rollnik and Gudrun 
Sturmer, who posed as lawyers to get into the West Berlin jail, and held a 
warder hostage to take him out. A month later all three were arrested in 
Bulgaria at a Black Sea resort, by West German police with the co-operation 
of the Bulgarian police, and extradited to West Germany. 

Five women terrorists who had returned to Europe from Aden in 1980, 
were arrested in a police swoop on an apartment in Paris. The French and 
West German police had worked together to catch them. All five were 
immediately extradited to West Germany. 


In November 1979, one of the founder members of the RAF, Astrid Proll, 
was extradited from England. In February 1980, she was found guilty of 
minor charges, and was given a five and a half year sentence. But as the 
court reckoned she had served that time while awaiting trial, she was 
immediately released. The major charge of attempted murder was dropped, 
for the witnesses were undercover police officers who had won the 
confidence of intimate associates of the terrorists, and the authorities judged 
it best to keep their identities secret. 

Though the police had a fair amount of success in identifying, tracing, 
extraditing and securing the conviction of both long-sought fugitives and 
new activists, international police co-operation was not always enough by 
itself to bring fugitive terrorists to justice. Political obduracy in extradition 
negotiations sometimes helped the criminals escape. Iml978 West German 
police traced four RAF members to Yugloslavia (two of them, Brigitte 
Mohnhaupt and Rolf Clement Wagner, being on the “most wanted” list). 
Encouraged by the co-operation of the Bulgarians, they dealt optimistically 
with the Yugoslavs, and the Yugoslav police did in fact arrest the four. They 
were charged with illegal entry as a reason to hold them while their 
extradition was negotiated. They spent several months in prison, but the 
Yugoslavs wanted an exchange: the West German terrorists for a number of 
Croatian exiles living in West Germany. The Croatians had committed no 
crime, and so the West German courts would not and could not comply 
with the Yugoslav demand. Eventually, in November 1979, the four 
terrorists were freed and left Yugoslavia for a destination of their choice. 
Very soon after his release, however, Rolf Clement Wagner was captured in 
Zurich after he had carried out a bank robbery. 

At the same time as international co-operation was improving among the 
police to make it harder for the terrorists to carry on, it was also improving 
among the terrorists. Gabrielle Krocher-Tiedemann (one of the group which 
had raided an OPEC meeting in Vienna and committed three murders and 
multiple kidnappings) was arrested—along with another wanted German 
terrorist named Christian Moller —in late December 1977, by the Swiss 
police, after she had shot and killed a customs officer. They found she was 
carrying currency notes from the ransom payment for the businessman 
Michael Palmer. She was imprisoned in Switzerland, and the West German 
authorities set about extraditing her. While the negotiations were in 
progress, the Federal Minister of the Interior received a letter, in September 
1983, threatening him with death if the process ended successfully. The 
letter was signed: “Carlos”, the nom-de-guerre of a Venezuelan mercenary 
terrorist, Ilich Ramirez Sanchez, who had led the OPEC raid under the 
orders of Colonel Qaddafi of Libya. The Minister ignored the threat, and 
the prisoner was duly extradited. She was to be brought to trial in Cologne, 
but in January 1984 “Carlos” wrote again, threatening a bombing 
campaign if the trial was held. This time the threat worked. The trial was 
“postponed” on the pretext that Krocher-Tiedemann still had eight years of 
her sentence to serve in Switzerland. 



New Activity 

The imprisoned terrorists often took steps to reactivate their comrades 
beyond the walls. One of these steps was the hungerstrike, which used “the 
ultimate weapon of their bodies” in the words of Gudrun Ensslin (see PART 
FOUR). 

A wave of hungerstrikes started again in 1981. This was a signal to effect 
three results: the launching of a new campaign by sympathisers to “improve 
the prison conditions of the RAF prisoners”; the recruitment of new 
activists; and a renewed onslaught of violence by the free members of their 
own group and others “in solidarity” with them. In mid-April, one of the 
hungerstrikers, Sigurd Debus, died, and the hungerstrike was called off. But 
by then the messages had been received, and plans had been laid. Terrorist 
activity began again. 

Possibly in response to the RAF hungerstrike, a “symbol” was attacked 
on 11 May 1981, not by the RAF but by an RZ (Revolutionary Cells) 
“commando”. The victim was the Economics Minister of the State of Hesse, 
Heinz-Herbert Karry. He was shot dead in the bedroom of his own house. 
The gunman aimed through the window, standing on a ladder, using a gun 
which had been stolen from the United States Army barracks at Butzbach 
six months earlier by a member of the (American) Black Panthers. The 
Revolutionary Cells were apparently acting against their declared principle 
of attacking things and not people. But in their confession letter (see PART 
THREE), they claimed that they intended only to cripple him. This may 
have been the case, but one of the shots severed an artery, and as the 
attackers had cut the telephone line into the house, Karry’s wife was unable 
to call an ambulance quickly, and he bled to death. 

On 31 August, 1981 the United States Air Force Headquarters at 
Ramstein, near Kaiserslautern, was subjected by the RAF to a carbomb 
explosion. The attack was claimed by a “Commando Sigurd Debus”. The 
bomb was home-made: three propane gas bottles containing a concoction 
of sodium chlorate and sugar. Only two of the bottles exploded, and 
nobody was killed, but fourteen people were injured, some of them severely. 
More than five years later, in December 1986, an RAF member named 
Helmut Pohl was found guilty of this crime. 

On 15 September 1981 an attempt was made to kill the American army 
General, Frederick Kroesen. He and his wife were being driven from their 
home to his office in Heidelberg soon after seven o’clock in the morning in 
an armour-plated Mercedes, followed by another US army car with two 
bodyguards in it. Rocket-propelled grenades (RPGs) and automatic 
weapons were fired at the Mercedes when it stopped at a red light, but 
neither the grenades nor the bullets could penetrate it. One window was 
slightly displaced, but the General, his wife, the driver and the bodyguards 
all survived. The RPGs had come from Libya. 

Kroesen’s attackers were later found to have been RAF members 
Christian Klar and Brigitte Mohnhaupt. In the autumn of 1982 the police 
discovered a secret arms dump near Frankfurt. They mounted a round-the- 


clock watch on it. On 11 November, 1981 Brigitte Mohnhaupt, who had 
been arrested and released by the Yugoslavs, and another “most wanted” 
woman terrorist, Adelheid Schulz, visited the dump in order to hide a 
submachinegun in it. GSG-9, the anti-terrorist squad, caught her and 
explored the dump. It contained half the money in banknotes stolen the 
previous September from a municipal savings bank at Bochum in a terrorist 
raid, along with documents and forged papers, and a collection of weapons. 
Among the guns was the one that had been used to kill the bodyguards of 
Hanns-Martin Schleyer, and the one that had been used to kill Jurgen 
Ponto, in 1977. 

One find led to another. A few days later, Christian Klar (who with 
Brigitte Mohnhaupt and Adelheid Schulz was a leader of the RAF after the 
death of Andreas Baader) was arrested at another arms dump, near a path 
laid out for open-air exercises. Before the end of that year the police had 
uncovered fifteen more of the terrorists’ arms caches. 

1982 passed without a single RAF operation. The arrest of Mohnhaupt, 
Shulz and Klar may have been one of the reasons why the pause lasted for 
over a year. In 1983 there was only one terrorist incident—a bomb attack 
on the military counter-espionage school at Bad Ems on 22 October, in 
which the RAF may have been implicated. An Italian terrorist named 
Vincenzo Spano was one of those responsible for this attack, as papers 
' found on him when he was arrested in Paris a few months later showed. He 
was a member of a new Italian group, calling itself Communists Organized 
for the Liberation of the Proletariat (COLP), a remnant in exile of an Italian 
terrorist group, Prima Linea. (The “OLP” was reputedly intended to echo 
the “OLP” for the Palestine Liberation Organization in Italian.) 

Recruitment to the RAF had not dried up. One quite new RAF member 
was arrested at Darmstadt railway station in March 1983, and an entirely 
unsuspected member gave himself up voluntarily in October, at the West 
German Embassy in Paris. But the group’s near-silence bore out the 
suspicion that it was at its lowest ebb since its inception thirteen years 
earlier. The 1983 report of the Verfassungsschutz carried only one 
paragraph of seven lines on the RAF’s activities, instead of the several pages 
they had filled hitherto. 
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2. A NATIONAL AND INTER¬ 
NATIONAL OFFENSIVE 1984-1986 


An Onslaught Planned and Foiled 

In the spring and early summer of 1984, a number of incidents suggested the 
likelihood of a new terrorist onslaught. 

In March three RAF members, a man and two women, all recognised as 
being on the police “wanted” list, robbed the municipal savings bank at 
Wurzburg and got away with DM 171,000. (The man, Ekkehard Freiherr 
von Seckendorf-Gudent was a qualified doctor and belonged to an old 
aristocratic family.) 

In June 1984 the explosives store of a quarry near Ecaussines (a few miles 
north of Mons in Belgium) was broken into and nearly a ton of gelignite 
(Iremite and Dynamite 3) in stick form were carried off. It was to turn up in 
a number of Belgian, French and West German bombings over the next two 
years. The burglary was carried out by the Belgian group CCC aided by 
members of the French group AD, and AD later passed on part of their haul 
to others, including the RAF and the Irish National Liberation Army 
(INLA), who used it for a bomb at Chelsea Barracks, London, which was 
discovered before it exploded on 11 November 1985. 

In the same month in Deizisau (east of Stuttgart) a woman was observed 
shadowing a Stammheim terrorist trial judge. She was challenged by police 
on 22 June. She pulled out a gun and was arrested after a short exchange of 
fire. Her name was Manuela Happe, and she was a member of a commune 
in Fellbach, a suburb in the north-east of Stuttgart. Several other members 
of the commune went underground as soon as they heard of her arrest. 
Among them was a married couple, Horst and Barbara Meyer, who were to 
rise to prominence in the RAF later. 

A few weeks later, on Tuesday 2 July, 1984 the police made some more 
arrests. That evening, the tenant of a flat in the Bornheim district of 
Frankfurt was watching television, when he heard a sharp smack as if 
someone had knocked over a chair. The sound seemed to come from his 
bedroom, though he saw nothing that would account for it. Soon 
afterwards, his door bell was rung by a woman who said that she was 
looking after the cats upstairs and had just knocked over a bucket of water. 
She had come to find out whether any of it had seeped into his flat. He 
replied that he couldn’t see any, but after she had gone he went to have a 
more careful look. This time he spotted a small hole in the ceiling and 
another below it in the lino floor containing a bullet. He called the police: 
two hours later the place was surrounded and seven armed police smashed 
their way into the third floor flat. Three men and three women in various 


states of undress fled into one of the back rooms where they hid behind the 
furniture, but then surrendered without a shot being fired. 

The police had stumbled on a whole squad of the RAF, four of them 
known and two unknown. The known included two from Hamburg, 
Christa Eckes, a recidivist who had served a short jail sentence, and Helmut 
Pohl, the bomber of the United States Air Force headquarters at Ramstein at 
the end of August 1981. Another was Ingrid Jacobsmeier, wanted for her 
part—with Ekkehard Seckendorf-Gudent —in the Wurzburg bank robbery. 
The flat also contained an arsenal of weapons and a voluminous archive of 
papers, including files on military targets in both France and West 
Germany. The weapons stores included Soviet handgrenades, bomb timers, 
six pistols and a Smith &c Wesson revolver. Some of the guns had come from 
the same source (a Swiss dealer) as the weapon which had been used to kill 
the State Prosecutor Buback in April 1977. 

Among the papers was the draft of a press release to be issued jointly by 
AD and the RAJF, titled: “For the unity of the revolutionaries in Western 
Europe”. There were also detailed notes on the NATO oil-pipeline supply 
system, covering in particular the Belgian and West German pumping 
stations. They were partly handwritten, and the writing was identified as 
that of a wanted RAF woman member named Eva Sybille Haule-Frimpong. 

Part of this material was written in code, which the police could not 
immediately decipher, though they did crack it later. One thing was clear: 
that the RAF was preparing for an onslaught on a scale unprecedented in 
their own short history, with more allies and more destruction. Their tactic 
now was to “take the mik [der militarische-industrielle Komplex] out of 
Western Europe”. They would explode bombs and they would murder 
individuals whom they had already depersonalized as “symbols”. The 
terrorists called this “the international liberation war”, which gives the best 
, indication of what they liked to think they were about, though it still leaves 
their goals undefined. 

The Wider Battlefield of Western Europe 

The war started with a failure: a car bomb found before it could explode in 
front of the offices of the West European Union in Paris on 23 August 1984. 
The explosive was found to belong to the batch stolen from the Ecaussines 
quarry. 

Three successful bombings followed, all in October: in the Brussels offices 
of the German heavy-engineering company MAN; the offices of the US 
company Litton “because both of them supply NATO”; and the French 
bank Credit Lyonnais in Frankfurt, as a blow against “imperialist world 
domination policy” which must be fought on an “international front”. The 
Brussels bombs were set off by CCC, possibly with some RAF participation, 
and the Frankfurt bank bomb by the RAF in support of their French 
partners AD. 

On 5 November 1984 a squad of the RAF raided a gunsmith’s shop at 
Maxdorf (near Ludwigshafen in the Palatinate), and after tying up its owner 


16 


17 




made off with a haul of ammunition and twenty-two handguns (later to be 
found on members of the gang when they were arrested, and also in AD 
hideouts). 

On 4 December 1984, Brigitte Mohnhaupt read out a long declaration at 
her trial in the Stammheim court, in which she announced the start of 
another RAF hungerstrike. This action of the “front line inside”, she said, 
was to be accompanied by actions of the “front line outside”. As before, the 
hungerstrike was a signal for an increase in violence, and Mohnhaupt 
expressed complete confidence in its efficacy. The “front line” of which she 
spoke apparently already included CCC and AD. In confirmation of her 
announcement, CCC set off six bombs at six different pumping stations in 
the NATO oil-pipeline system in mid-December. The RAF called this 
campaign its “winter offensive”. 

Another failure followed this string of successes. On the 18 December, 
1984 at a quarter to eight in the morning, a young man dressed in US Army 
uniform drove a car close to the main building of a NATO training school at 
Oberammergau in the Bavarian alps. Fie got out, and ran away when 
challenged. The alarm was raised and the car examined. A large bomb was 
found in the back of it, with a timing mechanism set to close the circuit 
between the car battery and the bomb’s detonator, but the device had failed 
because its timer had frozen up in the cold. The device was made up of 
several bombs all wired into the same battery via the frozen timing 
mechanism, and consisted of a steel pipe filled with 25 kilos of explosive, a 
separate bundle of some dozen sticks of the dynamite stolen from the 
Ecaussines quarry, and three gas bottles. If it had all exploded it would have 
caused considerable damage. 

Another lot of bombs all went off. On 31 December 1984, a bomb 
exploded at the military liaison department of the French embassy in 
Bonn—a joint RAF and AD operation. On 7 January 1985 a “commando” 
of the RAF, using shared intelligence on the NATO oil pipeline system, 
bombed a pumping station near Hohenahr in Hesse; and on the same day 
another “commando” managed to steal a large quantity of explosives and 
fuses from a store in Baden-Wiirtemberg. And the following week, on 15 
January, CCC bombed a US army telecommunications centre near Brussels. 

On that same day, the “united front” having demonstrated its existence 
and its potency, the RAF and AD issued to news agencies in France and 
Germany their joint press release (discovered in draft form six months 
earlier by the Frankfurt police): 

“Fiir die Einheit der Revolutionare in Westeuropa” (For the Unity of the 

Revolutionaries in Western Europe). (See PART THREE.) 

By announcing the formation of a “united front”, the RAF and AD hoped 
to create an impression of a strong, formidable, international revolutionary 
force. They certainly shared slogans, information, arms and explosives with 
each other and with similar groups. “Unity” was also indicated by the 
names they gave to the “commandos” which carried out assassinations. The 
French group would name a commando after one of the German terrorist 


“martyrs”, the Germans after a Greek, and so on. They also tried to hint at 
co-operation with the European national-separatist movements—the INLA 
of Northern Ireland, and ETA, the Basque organization—by using the 
names of their “martyrs”. 

Two days later on 2 January 1985, the RAF bombed a radio transmission 
mast of the British Army on the Rhine. 

On 19 January, a leading member of AD, Regis Schleicher, imprisoned in 
Paris since his arrest in Avignon on 17 March 1984, declared that he too 
was going on hungerstrike “in solidarity” with his thirty comrades of the 
RAF. 

The next day, Johannes Thimme, an RAF member who had been arrested 
in 1977 and had served a prison sentence, blew himself to pieces. He and his 
girlfriend Claudia Wannersdorf strolled one Sunday pushing a bomb in a 
pram to what they thought was the computer centre for the German Space 
Research Institute in Stuttgart-Vaihingen (it is marked as such on an RAF 
map captured at the Frankfurt-Bornheim flat in July 1984; in fact it 
belonged to a building company). The bomb exploded while Thimme was 
priming it. His head was torn off and later found in the snow, mutilated 
beyond recognition, but fingerprints from a severed hand enabled the police 
to identify him. Wannersdorf was badly injured but survived and was taken 
to a prison hospital. The computer centre was only superficially damaged. 

On 25 January 1985, an assassination was carried out in France. AD 
murdered General Rene Audran, Director of International Affairs at the 
Ministry of Defence who had a special responsibility for arms sales. He was 
shot in front of his house at La Celle Saint-Cloud, on the outskirts of Paris, 
by two people who confessed to the crime in the name of an RAF unit, the 
“Commando Elisabeth van Dyck” (an RAF terrorist who had been killed by 
the police in a shoot-out on 4 May 1979). The confession came in letters 
which were issued six days later, in both French and German, at the time of 
the General’s state funeral. They stated that the General had been 
“executed” because “he stood at the centre of the strategic imperialist 
plot—the homogenisation of the European states under the control of 
NATO”. 

On the day that AD killed General Audran, a sub-group from the 
autonomists blew up a high tension mast carrying power from an atomic 
station at Kriimel near Hamburg. Mischievously iconoclastic and anarchic, 
itching to destroy order for the devil of it, and to tease and shock, the group 
'which carried out the mast operation dubbed itself Slap Away the Shit (Hau 
weg den Scheiss). 

By this time, the most rigorous of the hungerstriking German terrorists, 
Christian Klar (in prison near Stuttgart), and Knut Folkerts (in prison in 
Celle, North Germany), had kept up their “action” for about 50 days, and 
were near to death. But the hungerstrike was called off abruptly on 30 
January, in all the prisons where RAF terrorists were held in West Germany 
and AD terrorists in France. Triumphantly the RAF announced: “The 
qualitative leap of the revolutionary battles in the NATO states has 
overtaken the hungerstrike! ” 
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Two days later the “Unified European Guerrilla Movement” struck in 

1 ortugal—probably through the agency of the Portugese group FP2S_ 

with the bombing of a carpark at the NATO military airport of Beia The 
bombs destroyed eighteen cars belonging to West German airmen. On the 
same day, a “Commando Patsy O’Hara”—taking its name from the first 

JNLA man to die in a hungerstrike at the Maze prison in Belfast in 1981_ 

carried out another assassination. 


The victim was Dr. Ernst Zimmermann, the 55 year old chairman of the 
f*^ x lve b , oard °J a company called the Motoren und Turbinen Union 
and President of the West German Aerospace Industry Association. 
MiU manufactures engines for the Tornado fighter plane, the Leopard 
Tank, the European Airbus, and Boeing. The company is owned half by 
Daimler-Benz and half by MAN, whose Brussels offices had been a bomb 
target the previous October. Dr. Zimmermann was exactly the sort of 
person that the RAF and their co-terrorists would declare a “symbol” of the 
mik MTU was itself a “symbol” of West European unity and the 
strength of the Western military alliance. 

Soon after 7 o’clock on the morning of Friday, 1 February 1985, before 
r. Zimmermann had left for work in his Mercedes, a young woman rang 
the bell at his front garden gate and announced through an entryphone that 
she had brought him a letter. His wife Ingrid released the locks of the garden 
gate and the front door The messenger stepped up to the door with a letter 
in her hand and said that she had to have a receipt signed by Dr. 
Zimmermann. He came to the door, and a young man rushed up with a 
submachinegun. The gunman and the “messenger” bound both Dr. 
Zimmermann and his wife, and leaving her gagged in the hall, dragged Dr. 
Zimmermann into the bedroom. There they sat him on a chair and shot him 
at close range. He was found hours later, still alive, but he died that evening. 

n the afternoon, the local paper, the Gautinger Anzeiger received an 
anonymous phone call. The voice said: “This is the RAF. We have an 
important announcement. The commando Patsy O’Hara takes responsi- 
bihty for the attack on BDLI president and MTU boss Ernst Zimmermann. 
lhe West European guerrilla shakes the imperialist system.” The woman 
messenger s letter, which had been left in the house, was also a confession to 
the crime, saying much the same thing. 

The messenger was probably Barbara Meyer. The male assassin was 
thought by the police to be one of three RAF members: Bernhard Lotze, 
Ekkehard von Sekkendorf-Gudent, or Barbara Meyer’s husband Horst- 
Ludwig Meyer. The Meyers seem to have become leaders of the RAF at 
about the tune of Dr. Zimmermann’s murder, although they were quite 
recent recruits. They were of working-class origin, which was very rare 
among members of the RAF. 


In March there were several RZ bomb attacks: on the offices of the 
mining trade union; on the mining industry’s trade federation; and on the 
othces of ^a shipping company. They were the RZ’s expression of 
solidarity with the striking miners in Britain. The bombers accused the 
trade union, the trade federation and the shipping company of “exploiting 


the British miners’ strike”, presumably by contributing to the export of coal 
to Britain. 

“The Summer Offensive” of 1985 

A terrorists’ festival of bombing ensued that summer, and continued with 
well over four hundred explosions during the following year. Among the 
targets were these:- 

April: A NATO installation in Baden-Wurtemberg, by a “Fighting Unit 
Ulrike Meinhof—RZ”. The biological reasearch laboratory at the Univer¬ 
sity of Heidelberg, by RZ. The physics department at the Free University, 
Berlin, by RZ. The offices of a company called the,..Project Management 
Office in Hamburg, by the RAF “Illegal Fighting Unit Johannes Thimme”. 
In the Diisseldorf and Cologne areas, the offices of Siemens, the Deutsche 
Bank, the German Employers’ Federation and Hoechst, the chemical 
company. 

May: A NATO oil installation in the Wetzlar area, by RAF’s “Illegal 
Militants”. A NATO oil installation in the Frankfurt area, by more “Illegal 
Militants”. A NATO oil installation south west of Bremen, by a “Fighting 
Unit Johannes Thimme”. 

June: The Hanover Fair management office, by a man and woman calling 
themselves “Children of the Economic Miracle” (the name suggesting RZ 
“satirists” at work). The man, Jurgen Pemiiller, was killed when his bomb 
went off prematurely. The woman gave herself up to the police. 

Also in June, a messenger of a supermarket group taking money to a bank 
was shot in the neck and robbed of DM 157,000 by one of the two robbers. 

On 26 June, AD attempted to assassinate General Henri Blandin, in 
charge of armaments and logistics at the Ministry of Defence in Paris. He 
was attacked on his way to work when his car stopped at some traffic lights. 
An AD car pulled up behind him and an attacker got out, shooting a 
submachinegun, but Blandin’s chauffeur saw the gunman coming in the 
rear-view mirror and pulled away before any harm was done. The cartridges 
were found to be of the same kind, manufactured in Austria, as those which 
had been used for the murder of General Audran. 

The confidence of the attackers had been little diminished in the year 
since the summer onslaught of 1984 began. Such set-backs as they 
experienced were a result of their own miscalculations, not of police 
successes. But in July luck turned again briefly in favour of the police. They 
arrested two RAF members, Ingrid Barabass and Mareile Schmegner, in 
Frankfurt. They discovered their safe house in Offenbach, where quantities 
of papers and ammunition were stored. There too they found the 
fingerprints of Eva Sybille Haule-Frimpong, wanted in connection with the 
. bombing of the NATO school at Oberammergau. 
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The Murder of Edward Pimental 
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“Here political plants are being bred, whose consequences are the 
worldwide control of agro-economy through a few multinationals and 
the safeguarding of their profits.” 

On 7 October another Red Zora bomb went off in the Botanical Institute 
of Cologne University. The “commando” claiming responsibility called 
itself “the commando Wilfried Bose”, after one of the RAF hijackers killed 
by an Israeli task force at Entebbe in June 1976. 

On 13 December 1985 a stores depot in Stuttgart was firebombed. The 
group claiming the deed called itself “Slap Away the Shit—Southern 
Sector”. Three months later “Slap Away the Shit” bombed a branch of 
Daimler-Benz, manufacturers of Mercedes cars, at Gottingen. And “Slap 
Away the Shit” struck again on 1 June 1986 at the overhead cables of the 
German Railways on the right bank of the Rhine opposite Koblenz. 
Altogether, “autonomist” bombs in 1985 and 1986 were several hundred in 
number, all ostensibly aimed at “things and not people”. 


Murdering and Maiming for the Third World 

On 9 July 1986, near Munich, RAF terrorists murdered Karl Heinz 
Beckurts, the head of the research department of Siemens. They blew up his 
car with a roadside bomb. His company driver, Eckhard Groppler, died 
with him. * 

Beckurts was a man of regular habits, who left for work every morning 
soon after seven o’clock, followed by a second car bearing his bodyguards. 
His car was not armour-plated. The killers placed their bomb, made of five 
gas bottles packed into a large plastic bag, against the foot of a tree. A 
contact plate was laid on the road and connected by a cable some 200 feet 
long to a battery hidden in a thicket. The battery was switched into the 
circuit only when Beckurts’ car was seen approaching the contact plate, and 
the car set off the explosion. The RAF had learnt from their failure to blow 
up General Haig seven years earlier, when a hand-switch had been thrown a 
fraction of a second too late for the buried bomb to destroy the moving 
target. 

The police sought Horst Ludwig Meyer for the crime. Siemens offered 
DM 3 million for information leading to the arrest of the murderers. 

A seven page confession letter was found under the battery. It claimed the 
murders for a “commando mara cagol”. Mara (Margareta) Cagol had been 
one of the founders, with her husband Renato Curcio, of the Italian “Red 
Brigades”. 

The letter (see PART THREE) “explained”: 

“beckurts represents, and drives onwards, the course of international 
capital in the current phase of the imperialist total system’s political, 
economic and military strategy.” 

Beckurts was seen by the RAF as a participant in a vast, wicked, powerful 
but ultimately failing conspiracy. His murder was a punishment, a sign, and 
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The West Berlin civil administration tried to control the influx bv 

Tu e v% n m g th , at - there wer ? reasonable grounds for the requests for asylum. 
The RZ (Revolutionary Cells), champions of the Third World but operating 
only within the boundaries of West Germany, saw in these circumstances an 
opportunity for direct “service”. In August 1986 they had firebombed the 
amburg headquarters of the office dealing with applicants for asylum. A 
fortnight later they had bombed the Federal Government administration 
office, which houses the aliens’ register division responsible for making 
decisions on applications for asylum. 6 


A Terrorist Congress: Frankfurt am Main, January-February 1986 

At the beginning of 1986, an extraordinary event took place. On 31 
January, a five-day “international congress” opened at the Technical 
College in Frankfurt am Main. It was a meeting of about 1000 terrorist 
sympathisers and supporters, calling themselves collectively “The Anti- 
lmpenalist and Anti-capitalist Resistance in Western Europe”. The Mayor 
of Frankfurt and the Rector and Chancellor of the College objected but the 
right to convene the congress was upheld by the lawcourts. 

A programme was distributed with the invitations to the chosen partici¬ 
pants. It proposed sessions: * 

1. on the Middle East “with comrades from there”; 

2. on Central America; 

3. for “the relatives of the political prisoners of the BRD [Federal 
Republic of Germany] and other West European countries”* 

4. on Portugal, Italy, Greece, Ireland and Spain; 

5. on national and international resistance movements and groups”- 

6. on protest actions concerning such issues as squatters’ rights ’and 
nuclear reprocessing; 

7. on violent incidents in the Brixton area of London, and others in 
Denmark, Holland and Austria. 

The only visible organizers were two women, each known by a forename 
On first entry, each participant paid a fee of DM20. Every time the 
participants re-entered the congress precincts, they were searched by 
resistance guards equipped with metal-detectors. Guards patrolled in 
pairs, clothed in black leather, with blackened faces. They moved about the 
all, inside and outside, and about the sleeping apartments, day and night. 
Others were posted on the roof with two-way radios. Hoses were at the 
ready against fire or the police. 

The chief difference of interest among the participants was cryptically 
expressed in a division between “anti-imperialists” (about two thirds of the 
gathering) and “autonomists” (about one third). The “anti-imperialists” 
were communists against the Western world, their theatre of operations 
international, their causes the Third World, proletarian internationalism, 
and global revolution. The “autonomists” were a mixed bag: ideologues of 
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Emrirr u a P td the d e 

as the 

many groups together to hold SmCe *e congress had brought so 

regarded as a success ‘"ternanonal d.scussions”, it was to be 

Jte (o u “r^T” as ** »» 

RAF had wanted from the cSess h 7 3 ^ a'° be W ' de ' What the 
formidable “anti-imperialist frontin’ traj ? spi 7 d ’ wa s to establish a 
. As for the “antt-t^pethsfCt’o" We'^l^^tno^^d^ 0 - 

“exchange f f ed » *» sZgZlhZugh 

opened between the RAF and the CCcZhZcoZ" unbrlc (, geable gulf had 
congress to summarize its DroceeHin^T ™f con ? munic 3 ue lssued after the 
connection with the “comrades” in t0 matters discussed in 
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supporters who had organized it. So it came about that, like a legitimate 

dehZd atl °d tHe KcroI j sc f eouvened a congress, paid and received fees, 
debated, and announced plans for the future: the summer offensive which 

Grappl^" 16 ’ ** mUrderS ° f KarbHeinz Beckurts and Eckhard 

Terrorist Violence in 1987 

In the first ten months of 1987 the arson attacks, bombings and acts of 
sabotage were sustained at a level generally comparable to the preceding 
years. All of these actions were attributable to groups within the RZ and the 

rr miStS - “ mg 7 prehmmai 7 statistics released by the Ministry of 
the Interior on 11 November 1987 they amounted to* 

50 bomb attacks; 

250 incidents of arson; I 

60 attacks on railway installations; I 

80 attacks on power-generation installations. 

reacherf ^ dS V** ^ °k th if TO ° n \ November 1987, autonomist violence [ 

rhr ^ h ?K X WltH th u kl i mg ° f tW ° P obcemen , and the wounding of ! 

three others. They were shot during a night-time demonstration against the j 

at £ ra ” kfurt airport a cause of protest since 1980. Later that ! 

mg t Andreas Eichler, a 33 year old graphic designer in regular full-time j 

mp oyment with a window-frame manufacturer, was arrested. He had 

tanne^Th P ° ^ ° bserV3ti ° n some “me, and his telephone was being i 

apped. The murder weapon was found in his possession, a pistol that had I 

been snatched from a policeman at an earlier demonstration ^ ? 

Eichler had been arrested before and briefly held in custody, after being 
caught m October 1986 on the French-German border carrying components 

Saw Fishf4 ry h f 0r t S \ and k 1CkCrS bearing the name of the Upper Pa ^tinate 
Saw Fish ( Sageftsche ), a sabotage group within the ranks of the autonomists 

who specialised in sawing through the supports of electricity pylons The 

r P e < vdu t ,on 0 arr,ZdZmen.' m ° f h™ 8 WitH an0tfe group ’ *e 

A few days after the killing at Frankfurt airport, the police themselves 
demonstrated on the streets of a number of cities. They were protesting 
against the licence permitted to the crowds of youths whose worsening 
violence they had to deal with. Typically, the youths were dressed in black 

debate ^k^t TTk T^' 7 he P ° Iice protest intensified political 
debate over what should be done: should, and could, the wearing of masks 

vmfence n ° thing ^ (3S yet) been done t0 stop ^Tass 

Although the autonomist threat increased through 1987, nothing was 
heard from the RAF throughout the year. Its last action in 1986 had § been 
the bombing, on 21 December, of the Education Centre of the Friedrich 
Ebert Foundation, an institution of the Social Democratic Party in Bad 
Munstereriel. Between that date and the time of this writing, November 
1987, there were no further attacks by the RAF. Those members who were 
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still at large in 
indirect blow. 


the early months of 1987 were driven into retreat by an 


Arrests in France, 1987 

>' Po^ce stormed a 

R aSC 'II°^ S r l ea o Tiey^raught foifTof ^tlie'Tader^^ 6 A^Tea ^ 

Only one leading member of AD Max F^'T’^ °Z D alread V in i"»- 
November 1987). ’ Frcr0 ’ was st| P at large (until 27 

“international” S< 7e SZer^f" thZI '"7 ^ Wi ” SS ’ “ nado " a ‘” a " d 
teacher from Lyon who had hi 6 "T'^ 8 Was Andre Olivier, a 
1986 with five others. The elnsivJV , rested ,n Jt's home town on 28 March, 
ist wing was led by lean Marc ^ lsc [P^ e - The international- 

•rre.Bftwaspracn^^t®'* a " d W ' th the Vitry-aux-Loges 

The farmhouse had been rented in November 1984 hv An u 

SX&a sis™ sr,:„T n 

constructed in the conerof Z’p7 ^ * at a sma " «H had been 
come too soon hinZ 1° in a ew 7 ‘= d that the P<*“ had 

someone in the “people's prison". ^ tlme they W ° uld have found 

Three "of'the 'handguns ImeTZTeT'f a f mmim j tion > and explosives, 
raided by the RAF in November 1984 Oth T Ik Maxdorf gunsmith 

assassins in murders of “crims ^ ^ USed by the AD 

viclmTsrf: r Lte\?c?o7 0 tlXhe A h 0 7 1” ^ llSK ° f P-ntial 

IOU from the RAF to AD fot DM200,000 (a O bout e £ P 7 8 000 C ) OrdS ' ndUd ' ng “ 

internatiomdist Zng oIdI dThe^Flie'“TT^ 

infonnmiorfscattered'the'RATanTse'^t'' 16 d ^ c ^y^ of'such quanthie^of 
seek shelter fot a while at least in silence and C ° Ver ’ “ 
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PART TWO: 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
AND PICTURES 


( First active indicates approximately when the individual first joined “the 
scene , i.e. supporting terrorist groups, or taking part in terrorist ac¬ 
tions.) 

Susanne ALBRECHT (at large) First active—1973 

born 1.3.51. Daughter of respected Hamburg patent lawyer. First arrested 
in 1973 as a squatter. After living in Hamburg squats joined active RAF in 
early 1977. Took part in the killing (14.6.77) of her godfather Jurgen Ponto, 
head or Dresdner Bank, and signed the corresponding confession letter. Her 
fingerprints were identified (together with those of Peter Boock and Knut 
olkerts) on the Stalin organ” rocket device which was intended to 
bombard the office of the Federal Prosecutor in Karlsruhe on 25.8.77 and 
which failed to go off because the terrorists had forgotten to wind up the 
alarm clock that served as a timer. She*was seen on the Intercity express 
tram from Karlsruhe to Basle the same day. She eventually fled to Lebanon 
were she joined the PFLP in 1980. 

Ingrid BARABASS (arrested) First active—1977 

born 1954. Originally member of “Movement 2 June”. Her fingerprints 
were found in the Vienna flat (Linzer Str.261) used for the late 1977 
kidnapping of Austrian textile magnate Palmer. In 1979 her prints were 
found again in a Frankfurt flat in which Rolf Heissler was arrested First 
arrested herself on 5.5.80 in 2nd floor flat in Rue Flatters in Paris (together 
with 4 other women), having flown in from Aden. Sentenced in 1982 in 
Frankfurt for membership of “Movement 2 June” to 4 years jail. Released 
in May 1984 and immediately went underground again. On 6.1.85 she was 
observed in Paris by French police (Renseignement Generaux) while 
meeting French Action Directe sympathisers demanding the release of 
rrederic Oriach. On 16.1.85 she and two others met Bassam Abu Sharif a 
leading PFLP member in the “Hotel Berlin” in East Berlin. She was arrested 
again in Frankfurt on 3.7.85 and her RAF hideout flat in Offenbach was 
found. Ammunition and false papers were found in the flat, also 3 guns 
from the arms theft at the Maxdorf gun shop robbery (5.11.84). 

Annelie BECKER (arrested) First active—1984? 

born 1954. Sister of Verena Becker jailed in June 1974. Left school at 16; 
took job as electrical assembly line worker. Arrested in Hanover 14.1.86 in 
the course of police search in connection with the murder of Ernst 
Zimmermann, head of MTU, in Munich (1.2.85). 
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Susanne 

ALBRECHT 


Henning 

BEER 


( f,' large) Krst active—1975 

With Juliane PI am beck Trfa car Wolfgan S Beer (killed 1980, together 

to an RAF hide-out fla ) He aZndZ T » Ciddberg while on heifway 
taking anyexams: he hasno 1973 and feft withow 
worked for a time as a car • S or qualification. In August 1976 he 
Michael Knoll m Z 1977 he ~ested with 
possesion of arms. After serving his sentent^ '° P J ris ° n for il,e S a ' 

member of the “commando” level of the RAF . W3S deported - He has been a 

wveiormeKAF since summer 1984 

bom ts 3 ti? ALL H SEN (atIarBd First active-,981 

Went on to major itTTlbetalTtltdte^ a^Haml^' 11 ', C ! Uation exam in 1980. 
and then switched to educational sciences fcU U ' , ' VerS ,' Iy (1981-1983) 
m Hamburg local elections in 1982 and a f an elector al assistant 

Hamburg i„ 1983. Joined Hamburg rIfsu"^',^™ 3 " Scions in 
in demonstrations against amm g KAF su Pport circles in 1981; took narr 
shared a flat in ,n ,aK 1983 ^ 

arrested in the summer of 1984. In SepfemKsYh ^ Er " St ’ who 
Christa Frwc / 3 September 1984 she went underground. 

born mo K F S (arrested ^ First active—1972 
born 1950. Former member of the Hamburg “bo 

Youth . Junior lawyer in Kurt GroenewoldK H ommunjst Revolutionary 
pamapant in Hamburg bank raid in Sf^ 8 ^ SuSpeCted 
Served prison sentence and on relMsfTmm^' ^ arrested ° n 4 ' 2 - 74 - 
again; re-arrested on 2.7.84 in Frankfurt Went under g f ound 

with 5 others, (see POHL; JACOBSMEIER) ^ he ‘ m at ’ Ber 8 e rstrasse 344, 


30 


Sabine Elke 

CALLSEN 


Wolfgang Werner 

GRAMS 


Stefan FREY (arrested) First active—1983? 

born 1960. Associate of Helmut Pohl. Confessed to being involved in 
bombmg of US air base at Ramstein (31.8.81). Arrested at Frankfurt- 

SZfis.iTsd 5 others on X7 - 84 - ^ ntenced t0 41/2 years ' ail « 

Wolgang Werner GRAMS (at large) First active—1974 
™ 6,3 - 53 in Wiesbad en. Took his matriculation exam at a Gymnasium in 
1972. For two years thereafter studied educational sciences at Frankfurt 
university, but interrupted his studies to do community service (instead of 
mihltary service). Returned to university in 1973 but left in 1975 without 
completing his course; he was struck off the rolls in 1978 for non- 

Wiesbaden' “V* 983 ^ WOfked Paft time aS a taxi driver in 

Wiesbaden. In 1974 the police investigated him for suspected participation 
n various crimes, which included grievious bodily harm, robbery and theft 
rook part in occupation of Hamburg offices of Amnesty International in 
If* aS pa f of ls ° Iatl0n torture” campaign. In 1978 noisily disrupted trial 
w• k 7 Soi ^ nenber S severa l times. In September 1978 he was arrested in 
Wiesbaden when a safe house, containing 2 sub-machine guns, 20 pistols 
and various bomb components, was discovered. The flat was rented bv a 
fn re Tk-!w man j Smg the , nai ? e Leila Bucook. In one of the arms caches 

found t ?9S4 Un b f ° Und in f ° reStS ? 1982 P a P ers refcrri "g » Grams were 
tound. In 1984, his fingerprints were found in a hide out flat in Frankfurt. 

Karl Friedrich GROSSER (arrested) First active—1980 

?984 TZ' Jail !) d ^ / 982 f ° r 3 / earS as RAF SU PP°««. ^ was released in 
1984 and immediately went underground again. Was rearrested on 27 9 85 

when he when he attacked a messenger-girl with a chisel wrapped in paper 




„ Eva Sybille 

HAULE-FRIMP0N6 


Birgit Elisabeth 

HOGEFELD 


Born 19S^ A Uv^d ( fn r th e ed) First activ e--1982 

2ll after ^ootCirpTc: ^ Me ^ c ouple (see below) 

bom d rreSted) Firs '«tive_ 19 80 

partTn ill 0 " °/ West Ber, 'n Kaiser Wilhelm^ H^k SOcio,0 8> ; - Took part in 

£SSlingen (Swfb^in in »*oK 

school in Oberam d part,ci P atl 'on in the artemmtl Fra " kfurt °n 2.7.84. 

connection with the 7;1 3rms sho P in Maxdor f on ?i i o ^ w C ° f rhe 

m an ice cream parlor calTed* “T^ | assassination in Munich (1 2 85)^^ *3 
recognised h* r t 1 aJled D oiomit”, on the Jr? Arrested 

^ er arrest. With h^wer ^ 3 reward of DM 1 OO^On ’ f ° rrnant wFo 
involved, Christian K if 6 tV ^° others > not previouslv t °° W3S pajd for 

ammunition witlfher and H wfe aS 

implex, also fiSse pJa ” a " unmdXe d LZZt'* 

m ' ng 
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Monika 

HELBING 


Andrea Martina 

KLUMP 


shown as 12.10 55 on'ie Ge BeIgian ID card her date of birth is 

student railpass as10 6 62 FrendTnaneT" aS 1 ?' 7 - S ° and °n a 
many RAF terrortsts who usedI E ' I, mpl,ed that she was one of 
the CCC. Her trial opened f s T « ^ 

S (. at , lar gc) First active—1974 

offices of A m nes^lr n n^o"annHfr bia) ' To? k part in Ration of 
torture” campaign. Jo ned RAF n^^ I m 1974 as part of “isolation 
others. Suspected of S pan tkl 8 hef W r th ? USanne Albrec bt and 
murdered Hanns-Martin Schleyer in late ly 8 Wh ° k,dna PP ed and then 

KwTd EI h R ( T eSttd) HrSt act 'v e —1984? 
orn 1947. A Duisburg fitter and turner Arrested i 4 s , , 

bomb attack on Bundesgrenzschutz / Rnr f r dl3 - 8 : 86andcha rgedwith 

munications centre (11.8 86) His eir fr A pro * ectlon police) telecom- 

Karlheinz Thoene were arrestedwi?hh m, !f7 Perau and Thomas 

was found an extended copy of the con W H°fmeier s and Perau’s flat 

bombing, in the name of “the fitthrm IO " ~ aer e c at the site of the 

(Crespo Ceppa Galende is a jailed s n 8 T CreSp ° Ceppa ^nde”. 

mentioned in an article found in Ae flaTlAI^ 0 "^ Wh ° Se " ame was 

letter for the bombing at a 3 C ° nfosio " 

borC’ ° n 25 - 7 ' 86 and 3 b ° mb - t ™” orLVnTuTJt recent 

bom 23* 7*56 hi iar ® e l First active—1974 

from 1975 to 
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Friederike 

KRABBE 


Werner 

LOTZE 



Silke 

MAIER-WITT 


stration supporting RAF hungerstrikes In 1970 i, 

Frankfurt Protestant church In 19Sn A; i t0 °k P art ln occupation of 
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armecJ struggle against the state. Went underground 1984. Girl friend of 
Wolfgang Grams, with whom she shared a flat in Wiesbaden before going 
underground. Suspected of having procured the car used for an attack on a 
messenger carrying money who was shot in the neck on the 3.6.85. 

Luitgard HORNSTEIN (arrested) First active—1983 

born 26.5.63 in Dusseldorf. First arrested in demonstration in Krefeld 1983 

(Ts/cu fJT A " esttd ” the com P an y Of Eva Haule-Frimpong on 
2.8.86. She had been living in flat in Dusseldorf. 

Ingrid JACOBSMEIER (arrested) First active—1982? 

born 1954. Wanted for Wurzburg bank robbery (26.3.84). Arrested with 5 

others in Frankfurt Bornheim flat 2.7.84. (see ECKES) 

Andrea Martina KLUMP (at large) First active—1976 

born 13.5.57 in Wiesbaden. Went to school near Wiesbaden. After her 

Frfni? ^ tl0 K exar ?u n 19 l 6 she studied anthropology at the university of 
Frankfurt; changed her subject to sociology and politics in 1979, then left 
university in 1981. Took part in occupation of Frankfurt State Theatre in 
1981 in support of RAF hungerstrikes. Went underground in 1984. 
Suspected of being the girl who lured US technician Pimental to his death on 

Christian KLUTH (arrested) First active—1983 

born in 14.4.59 in Dusseldorf. Arrested in 1983 for a breach of the peace and 
panning a crime; released for want of proof. Arrested with Eva Haule- 
Frimpong, on 2.8.86. Had been living in a flat in Dusseldorf; 

Friederike KRABBE (at large) First active—1970 
born 31.5.5° in Benthem 1 (North of Munster, near Dutch border). Ex- 
Member of Heidelberg SPK. Wanted for Schleyer kidnap. Moved to 
Baghdad around 1980 where she lived with a member of the “15 May 
organization a split off from the PFLP. Her older Sister Hanna-Elise was 
one of the raiders of the Stockholm German embassy 24.4.75 and was 
sentenced to twice life” by a Dusseldorf court in July 1977. 

Werner Bernhard LOTZE (at large) First active—1976 

- 19 u 5 ^° ne °L tW ° te L rrorists who ^ot dead two Dutch customs officers 
at Kerkrade in November 1977, when the officers wanted to check 
passports. One of two men suspected of being the masked murderer of 
Dr.E.Zimmerman, MTU chief, in Munich 1.2.85 

Silke MAIER-WITT (at large) First active—1974 

born January 1950. A qualified nurse from South-West Germany. Pal of 

kteTn 6 ^ lbrecht - Worked for lawyer Kurt Groenewold in Hamburg and 
later for Stuttgart lawyer Klaus Croissant. Was in Stockholm at the time of 
he German embassy raid (April 1975) and was expelled after enquiring 
several times about health of embassy raiders. Went underground 4 1977 
Known to have rented safe house flat in Dusseldorf in April 1978. Wanted 
for August 1977 rocket attack on Karlsruhe State Prosecutor’s Office. 
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Barbara Barbara 

MEYER MEYER 


Horst Ludwig 

MEYER 



Horst Ludwig 

MEYER 


Barbara MEYER (at large) First active—1976 

bom 2.7.56 in Stuttgart. Wife of Horst Ludwig Meyer. Home background 
petit bourgeois. Has no matriculation, but left school at 16 for clerical 
training. Worked as a telephonist until 1977. According to her father 
established contacts with RAF via Stuttgart KPD (Communist Party of 
Germany) members in 1976. Between 1977 and 1981 worked as a shop 
assistant. In August 1981 went on the dole. Married Horst Ludwig 1979. 
Both worked as newspaper deliverers, lived in a mobile home, then in 
various communes. Both took part in demonstrations against “isolation 
torture” in the early 80’s and visited RAF prisoners in Stammheim. Went 
underground with her husband in summer 1984. Is said to have been the 
“messenger” who brought letter to Dr.E.Zimmermann thus ^gaining access 
to his house where he was murdered (1.2.85). 

Horst Ludwig MEYER (at large) First active—1976 
born 18.2.56 in Schwenningen (Swabia). Husband of Barbara Meyer. 
Trained as an electrical power worker, but did not complete his apprentice¬ 
ship which he gave up in 1977. In 1978 worked with his future wife as a 
shop assistant. Went on the dole in August 1981. Since March 1981 at the 
latest had contacts with RAF sympathiser circles. The Meyers lived in a 
commune in Fellbach (at North-East end of Stuttgart) from summer 1983 
on. Went underground after Manuela Happe (above) arrest (22.6.84). 
Rented a one room flat in Tiibingen suburb of'Lustnau in August 1984 for 
one year. This was used as an RAF hide out. Is wanted for murder of 
Dr.E.Zimmerman (1.2.85). 

Barbara PERAU (arrested) First active—unknown 

born 1958. Girl friend of Norbert Hofmeier. Arrested with him in Duisburg 

13.8.86. 

Helmut POHL (arrested) First active—1980 (or before) 
born 1944. Comes from Hamburg. Went underground 1980. Played 
leading role in bomb attack on US airbase at Ramstein (31.8.81). Arrested 
on 2.7.84 in Frankfurt-Bornheim flat with 5 others, (see Christa Eckes). 
Sentenced to life for 17 charges of attempted murder in Diisseldorf court on 

23.12.86. 

Ekkehard Freiherr von SECKENDORFF-GUDENT (at large) First active- 
1969 

born 22.7,40 in Kiinitzsch (East Germany?). Qualified doctor who worked 
in West Berlin and in a Hamburg prison. Belongs to old aristocratic family. 
Suspected of Zimmermann assassination (1.2.85). Active participant in 
anti-Vietnam demonstrations in Hamburg 1969. Between then and 1975 
appeared as organiser and speaker at street demonstrations. Used the cover 
name Giancarlo Scotti. Identified as the male bank robber of Wurzburg 
bank (26.3.84). 
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Christoph Eduard 

SEIDLER 


Freiherr Ekkehard 
von 

SECKENDORFF-GUDENT 


b»r 4 S &''«») First active_ 1979 

school with O ]ev e eTeo baC V BlackFor «t near Off I 
•apprenticeship as a wo!^ 3 ent ' Betw een 1971 Leftsecondary 

S ^ttgart Academy ? C , arver - Between 1 97s I "i’ll 974 completed "2 
course. Then ZZLTsZ*' 

appeared in \979 .j: . a wood carver in c,- • E)jd nor complete hie 

‘‘scene” d^s ^ ^rist tnafs/fro ™?//{ U ". riJ ^4 Fi«r 
co mmune in FelJbach andJL°S ate of the Meyer’s^ in Stuttgart 

MureileSCHMEGNERt *' Frankfurt 

^ fl3t0ff -hatel bWn 1951 ‘ Crested with Ingrid Barabas . 

Chrtstoph Eduard SEIDIFC/ , a «ba S s ln 

born 13.3.58 i„ Heiddb er g Rrst active_ I97g 

P° 'Pcs and his Jy 3 t3Xi From Wo atte " ded a nursing 
n 985. In August 197g tn r } Iversit y of Frankfurt He I f^r ^85 studied 

Propagandist. Too/* 3^ Fl , n >*“■ Was fined i/mf? 8 I9S0 - 


38 


Thomas 

SIMON 


Sign'd 

STERNEBECK 


im^WelZiZiZZTmZ 311 ° ( U - Vice 'Bresident Bush in Krefeld 

bl 8 tn d i9^fB E adp (at,arS t FirStaCti -- 4974 

final exams and apprenShenelTto a phot ndary y<:ars bcfore he r 

apprenticeship went on to take , Ph grapher ' After com Pletine the 

University ^ 1972 . WoZd £ U^oV ^ Fi “Arts 

member of the Hamburg “Communist R , Hambur S lawyer and was 

timer’who was in Stockholm at the time of the re 0 " 1317 Y ? Uth ”' An “ oId 

1975) and there took part in RAF simn , 3' man emb nssy raid (April 
underground in 1977. Was suspected T de m°nstrations. She went 
Lately she is suspected of buying fhe second wT™"' j"r P ° nto “urder. 

3 r base Bombing involving for ** Frankfurt 

bom'T960 II r L (ar f St a d) First active—1983 

ground 26.1 lSu^enStoTohce^! “^ulation. Went under- 
bom an i n 9 eS J H / MM i E i l l ead,F,rSt active—1977 

ssi- r^tLrxsttLEs ,tr n- *• ••• • 

computer centre near Stuttgart on 20.1.85. h h ^ PUShed m a pram t0 a 
born^E^^consciemious^bjeaor d fi E did 3Ct * Ve d . 98 ^ • 

oojector, he did community service instead of 



Inge 

VIETT 


" J "~" d 

Inge VIETT (at large) First active — 1968 

*• »-i3’T.t?» *•*->* 

kindergarten teacher 1961—196? For y ear - Took a course as a 
attended a private school for gymnastic Ja Y T- f" that until 1965 
gymnastics teacher. Did not rontDlete rh« d C d , ance and trained as a 
dance cabaret in Hamburg then in a nrinr cour f s : In 1966 worked in a 
worked in a Diisseldorf barand then n l"?! — 5 ln . Wl «baden. In 1968 
1969 came to Berlin where she worked f ™ mm 8 mstitute in Essen. In 
1971 had 4 jobs all in CLlTL'tijii “ Fr0m 1969 «> 
company, as a driver and finally once ■ ’ ° r 3 f,lm synchronisation 

gml friend of Ralf Reinders MembS of'BeX''"? ""P i ' BeCame the 
Prominent in Movement 2 Tune F r j Scene since 1971. 
having taken part in several banklbbe ' "f' 5 " ?< 1973 ° n sus P id °" of 
Was arrested again in September^1975 ChargXlH remand 
CDU chairman Lorenz (February 197<n f Sd Tr kldna PP in g of Berlin 
1976. Also said to have been involved n rh"^? bon ! ® er,in P™n July 
member, Ulrich Schmucker, in June 1976 Rek ^i'" 8 k ? Movement 2 Jane 
shot traffic policeman, serfously wounding h “ be m ° ped Cydist who 
Paris (4.8.81). Her fingerprints ami other r® ’A” r ° utlnc r °ad check in 
hide-out flats in Paris. Iif 1986 said to heT^ ° f he j haVe been foimd m 2 
East, travelling at times to Eastern Europe^ h™ 8 >nd aCt ‘ Ve in the Midd ^ 

Qaudia WANNERSDORF (arrested) 

serious,y 

40 


PART THREE: 

THE STRUGGLE FOR WHAT? 

TERRORIST WRITINGS 


A Note on Translation 

The following excerpts have been chosen as examples of terrorist writings 
because they are typical, and in some cases discuss points of special interest. 

The translation is true to the original in both content and style, reflecting 
the unconventional typography, vocabulary and syntax without exaggeration. 

Translator s notes are in square brackets where clarification has been 
judged indispensable. 


1. The Beckurts murder confession letter (RAF) 

[The letter consists of 7.closely-typed pages containing about 2700 words.] 

ATTACK THE CURRENT STRATEGIC PROJECTS OF THE POLITI¬ 
CAL, ECONOMIC AND MILITARY FORMATIONS OF THE IMPERI¬ 
ALIST SYSTEMS IN WESTERN EUROPE. 

today we have attacked, with the commando mara cagol, the board member 
for research and engineering at siemens and the chairman of the “working 
group on atomic energy” in the bdi [Federation of German Industry], karl 
heinz beckurts. beckurts represents, and drives onwards, the course of 
international capital in the current phase of the total imperialist system’s 
political, economic and military strategy, already in the 70’s he stood at the 
pinnacle of the strategic orientation of capital: he was head of the atomic 
research establishment at jiilich at a time when the bourgeoisie—here with 
the spd [Social Democratic Party] in power—was concerned to get on with 
the atom program, which was conceptualised as a means of war in the 
world marked against the young national states, with their demand for a 
new world economic order, to strike from their hand the determination of 
oil prices and therefore the political power which they had gained because 
oil was hitherto the most important energy source, the forcing through of 
the ^tom program in the brd [Federal Republic of Germany] and its export 
into the 3. world achieved against all opposition and struggles here—was 
a central pillar in increasing the economic potency of the brd and so its 
political power in the world system. 

today, the restructuring for the imperialist war manifests itself on the side 
of capital in the metropolitan centres in the radical transformation of 
corporate production through research, development and production of 
high technologies, which is to bring profit maximisation, and also the 
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rr;s 

the monopoly of technology is the ■ , , 

military-industrial-complexes_wh' u u^' C ! ever or rising profits for the 

base of the metropohsses-fo r t h' haVe beco ™ the pohtkal economt 
dependent status of the Countries ofT'?" 0 " u and gening of X 
s^emrnT nan t, Ce , OVerthcsocia,ists tates. ' W ° rld and for the military 

(Kraft Week' = § pTwt's"™ ■“ T * 5 *" 1 euro Pe and, as kwu 

realisation. f ' gUre at “»»»: he d.rects research and technical 


the situation is, 

of^^ t ““' s kad ^’P in its attempt at 
levels with a development, P a, ' St P°wer ,s today confronted on all 

un'der'th" ^ reg ' ons °f theworid. 6 ** P0, ‘" Cal and econ °tnic situation is 
under the pressure of 

tions e th«toifromit‘ tUar ' 0n " the 3 ‘ Wor,d and the political contradic- 
l er bre:[ Uti0naryStrUg S lesw «tldwide, 

SyStem ' UrChinS eCOnomic 

for the 

revolutionary breakthroughs and fhe devY^ 7 “"i “ a P ositi °n to block 

; r,= d ”—- 

Without exploitation and suppression in’the L he , 0nly P er spective on^ life 
he substantive crisis of the system expands ^ eads hearts of the People 
mass misery and revolutionary TtnfLl ^*f ^ than th ey can control it 
have managed to implement their wofd control faSter tha ” they 


foh Centrat ' 0n ° f ^onomic'power'and The' 0 * 1 Y h comments on the 
following appears in capitals'] d * use of EU REKA and SDI the 
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IT IS NOTHING BUT AN ATTEMPT AT A TECHNOLOGICAL LEAP 
OUT OF THE POLITICAL AGONY OF THE SYSTEM 


[After a few comments about the Information Society the following is 
shown in capitals] 

THE AIM OF THE BOURGEOISIE IN WESTERN EUROPE IS THE 
STRUCTURING, CONTROL AND ALIGNMENT OF ALL SOCIETAL 
PROCESSES AND SOCIAL AREAS IN THE INTERESTS OF PROFIT 
AND THE IMPERIALIST WAR 


[Comments on the contradictions in capitalist society follow; then:] 

THE GROWING ANTAGONISMS ARE TO BE KEPT DISORGANIZED 
AND STIFLED IN A DEVILISH CIRCLE OF ATOMISED INTERESTS 
THAT ARE FUNCTIONAL IN THE LOGIC OF CAPITAL 


the revolutionary movement in western europe today must transform its 
manifold battles in a conscious and targetted attack against imperialist 
power; that means: attack the current strategic projects of the political, 
economic and military formation of the imperialist system in western 
europe and link up the politics and praxis into an all-embracing 
revolutionary strategy for the shattering of the system at its centre and for 
uniting the metropolitan proletariat, now one is concerned to develop this 
strategy further in practical processes and to anchor it in the revolutionary 
movement and in the totality of the antagonistic forces in western europe. 

organise the revolutionary front in western europe! 
commando mara cagol 
red army faction 

[date stamp] 9 July 1986 [RAF symbol] 


2. The Karry murder confession letter (RZ) 

[Heinz Herbert KARRY, Minister of Economics of the state of Hesse was 
murdered in his bed by shots through his bedroom window on 11 May 
1981. At the end of June a confession letter claiming to come from the RZ 
group responsible was sent to news agencies.] 

The plan was to make sure that he should spend longer in bed thap he and 
his friends would have liked by shooting him several times through his legs; 
to prevent the “door opener” for capital (Karry on Karry) for a lpnger time 
to pursue his disgusting and destructive projects any further. 

The terrorist Heinz Herbert Karry who was sold posthumously by the 
media as a popularising, Hessian dialect babbling, cider swilling and pork 
ribs and sauerkraut gobbling man was responsible for: 
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' £ w "“ ! «* * - *» * c 

- the plan for BiblisC; 

: »««* 

- themew runway West at Frankfurt airport • 

a ‘ ™ ° f * e ™ he ** » ><e y fi gure for 

therefore degenerate*imo'^reformiTtTdiLTynrrLy '‘ ^ h the h SySKm wi ‘' 

istrf 32 --*5s s 

remain ineffective. Aims of the forms of Ty 0 ™ f revol “ nonar y °r it will 
are differentiated and multi-facetted WitWn rh ° r ?' olutlonar >' resistance 
and most effective form of str^nd^n ' " b °“ gB * ** y 

managed tcTget beyo'nd temative‘begL'in^in' Ihe^ZTT™ ^ T 

Kalkar, Grohnde, Gorlebenandvetalf„™°™ rap ° na - Whyl, Brokdorf, 
stations. ‘With Brokdorf rhe ^-kT g • n grok dorf are the names of the 
one of the many false areumenr. *!,* ? m ' C P r0 S ra ™me will stand or fall!’ is 
own inactivity, indecisiveness and" lark "T-* t0 ? r0VItJe ^gitimacy for one’s 

example of Brokdorf u ed to their ™ a gmat,on.Was not the 

and to propagandise for takhte the 2?'“ ^ pr °u !em of ‘ open field battles’ 

Shortage of anackab e targ e tf and atrfk ' m0There is real| y ™ 
area. getS and attack possibilities in the Rhein-Main 


3. Radikal 

Sw Radikamim'S iaiT'd ° f b M Z5 ° a " d 3ppeared 

February 1987 rhe publishers onlv Ppeared the autumn of 1986. In 
which they called Radikal-Info. L Ju?y/A^°t™87°R h^Tm^ 011 

appeared, now with 107 pages andwirh.fl 8 •> 87 Radlkal No - 133 

a new Dutch contact addresf riven The ^ F ° f that edition 
Radikal No. 132, Part 1 ] 8 He follow,n S extracts are taken from 


Contents 


Attack on Lib' 


NATOnro 0 ” r n f d of im P«iaIism in the Arab area 

NATO-prcect, fighting the revolt, abolition of the right to 

Reaction of the Left on the attack, demos, actions 


3-9 

10-13 

14-16 
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The campaign against the PKK [Kurdish Workers Party] and the 


struggle of the Kurdish people 17-21 

Women’s resistance: beyond the rage 21-24 


Declarations and Resistance 

Resistance in the social area, thieving 25—29 

Instructions and other actions 30-32 

Actions and declarations against the Stammheim film 32—37 

Laser [German pun on “readers’”] letters 38-39 


[Extracts from items shown in bold have been translated] 

[Inside title page gives instructions for addressing envelopes:] 
first envelope: 

International Gran Forening 
Ryesgade 58 

DK—2100 Kobenhavn 0 

second envelope: 

Z.K. 

The business of the envelopes goes as follows: 

In the first envelope you stick the letter, infos, subs, lolly (the latter best 
wrapped in aluminium foil), close the envelope and simply write: Z.K. onto 
it. 

Then you take a second envelope (by all means the same size, unless your 
material should not be bent) and write very clearly or with a typewriter the 
above address onto it. 

The first goes into the second and off goes the message. 

[Note that the instructions reverse the order of the envelopes.] 

[Under the title ABO (meaning subs = subscriptions) they state:] 

It’s damn well time! After I have completed/not at all started/got stuck in the 
middle of my political analysis I would rather subscribe. 

5 cool [sic] numbers 20.—toads 

10 supercool [sic] numbers 40.—newts 

Running subscriptions are not automatically extended. If I should only have 

noticed this now herewith my sub No:_ 

The lolly is of course enclosed in cash. 

Name: 

Address: 

the whole thing sent off to: 

[address repeated] 

Prisoners pay zilch! 

[Under the “Ginglish” title of “Gedeale” they state:] 
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[On page 21 :] 

Women’s resistance.- beyond t he rage 

Wi * ?’ yet the declension is retained- 

[The article has the subrides:) 

stomach aches; 
beyond the rage’ 
tbe vultures of power. 

1 5h55l '- * 

terrorist group. For example!] P ' SramS a " ributed '° red 20 ra the women's 

« e abo,ition ~'X[ n h g 
[The article ends with several calls to action 

IS ro action, on page 24 e.g.:] 

Women break your chains 

Piccadilly wlTaiedw^thZprT' 0 "^ WOmen ’ s day we saw to t h 

i;r afer Aat - ** • 

if on 17" ^ me ” StfetCheS 35 fer tHe Patienre women. ” 
etc^tc 80016 ^^^[[^etHn^ Penetmdngform'^^^^^w^teh^he sexism 
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To the upright league of prick bearers 

despising women—violence against women—rape ...... 

FROM THE SCENE TO THE SURGEON-IN-CHIEF 
FROM THE JUDGE TO THE ALTERNATIVE [“drop-out”?] 

FROM THE LAWYER TO THE STREETFIGHTER P ’ J 

they all stick together—there one is first of all a man; for, isn’t it so ‘my dear 
sirs and phallocrats : something like that can happen to anyone on occasion 
.....; and it has nothing to do with GRAND POLITICS—or even 
unforgiving hatred’! 

the greatest PATRIARCHAL PRICK JOKE: 

oppp kn0wn in rhe ‘ scene ’’ have the honour: 

HERR PANKA and HERR ZIEGLER take up the defense of the two rapist 
doctors in the gynaecologist trial! ^ 


flaming greetings to our sisters in the jugs 
WE SHIT ON SUCH LEFT LAWYERS!! 


[Bomb recipes from readers’ letters] , 

[Page 29. Top of page, across three columns. See facsimile] 

Finally we’ll publish an instruction set once again: 

o date we have published in each issue a vast number of model making 
instructions R appeared as ! f they were always accepted with the statement? 
0 \v/u >W ranc ^ anc * as ^ they were technically “perfect”. 

What we always lacked was criticism of such instruction sets from people 
who had practical experience with them. That this kind of thing requires 
more than a wham, bang, everthing’s smashed, we clearly experienced for 
ourselves in our own group, because this subject can really only be discussed 

ssssjs.r s own mil,tancy - s ° that * ^ -k rf 

criticism of us applies, namely that we are far more concerned with what we 
write ourselves, than with papers that are sent in. For only the odd 

find V Ai 1 s a iuh?[rr W1 f h deC aratl0nS u and instruction sets - wh il« the others do 
contents are. b eCt ‘ mp ° rtanCe ’ but in P art d ° «* even know what its 

,l,w r0d 'f Ctl0n r“ that tbe ? shows up is a bad conscience, because various 
du “ for m,ll t an y m ‘ght simply “not be executable” for some people 

.hstticrion se S t C ,°n U H be , packa S ed in demands: e.g. to discuss each technical 

aonroach on how ^ h Li"* 01 ” coming to terms with the fundamental 
approach on how to handle instructions for firebombs. What came out as a 
consensus (was it one?) was: 
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difca1 ’ N °' 132 Part 1 Page 29,1986 


' as perfect pl anning examples (ithas 

knowledge about the materials for shaV b actionrwhfch°ar C e er n n o e t d | t0 ?I T d 

“crows Ifeet” Tsteef ‘t b ° m > b “' should ak ° Sd how Xte 
crows teet [steel spikes to destroy car tvresl etc and Knno -l , 

your reaction, criticism and experience. MILITANTv * ^ 

[Slap Away the Shit’s criticism of bomb recipes] 

facsimile:] Tramiati ° n ° f some of the material shown in columns in the 
Good Day! 

lt^afiTrh ' ntended t0 P ass ? n om experiences in bomb laying we have at 
last, alter the appearance of “Radikal Nn 131 ” / ig we nave at 

actually do so The death of Trmoc tiv ’ j r stru SS^d through to 

their own bombs in 19St Thlmm ? and Jurgen Pemiiller [killed by 

HanovTl June] last vear l t ?“* “ 20 Jan ' ; Pemiiller » 

gg^tsssstAsasssa 

heavy construction machinery) ^ (Instruction for the torching of 

instrucrionTfor sufcide nCed “ ^ ^ $Uch “ st “s are outright 

such^imers far too cafu P allv and til Y ° U deSCribed the Production of 
execution of such actions. Therefore: 8 " 0 preClse descr ‘Ption for the 

out > errors U and* dangers "d'esirib^aSl^ 5 ^ give / heir s «m“ce. 
that we have already made the most- ^ P^ cai ]tions. In general we can say 
be any different withvou We mVu^i m,stakes m actions, that won’t 

^echn U [^ CS ^ c ^a^ ^c U donT e i^ke < them°ours^ves SUC ^ m ^ Sta j ke ^ 
technical instruction is based only on an idea and nm- r»n If a 

would like to know about the idea, but please mark h "* 
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Wc consider gas mixtures to be dangerous . . 

- We think chemical igniters are a total catastrophe 


[Final paragraph:] 

fccrbtionfwl/r'i gi '' e , e . x . tensiv « and foolproof instructions in our 
7Qo C 5?i tl0nS ' We are g ratefui ^ or criticism! 

1986 Slap Away the Shit-Western Sector 

INSTRUCTION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN FT FCTRTr at r v 
TIMED IGNITION DEVICE AN ELECTRI CALLY 

List of materials: 


List of tools 


4. De Knipselkrant 

sws i rsi vs wST 

According to a footnote on the confession letter itself] ' 9§6 ' 

Dec i Q S n i^ German grou P s are aE °cated space in De Knipselkrant Their 17 
Dec. 1986 issue contains announcements by the lananXrhV ^?u U 
and the Japanese Red Army The Kurdish pW Qt+f * Chukak uha group 
in a statement which attacks' Turkey ] * 9 * anmversa ^ 15 celebrated 
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DE KNSPSELhRflNT 



GJERRILLfl STRUC, SIYIERIS, 

imperialisms, wscisme, 

CDJNTER INSURGENCY... 

































On Knipselkrant frhe paper on itse |fj 
year. Thf^p^ ^llngua^G AU§USt 1978 > now approx 35 ri 

DUtCH Md En S 

Pigs nazifasascs We pr 'soners, counterS^nf-X’ anti - raili ^m, 

"t'r,"zr r °‘"“ °‘‘"" ilh 

H^-sssS^sx-rrst*' 

frigid off^^p^r 5 whTthe £ evoJuti ? na “. t 

Internationa] informal j nt , reports on that praxis ? ^ rgeoisie is 
as orientation and f J °l a , j d discussion is needed a ’ n t ^, ose ana lyses. 

We understand J l ays lt ls better that w e get thin Deciaratlon s, texts and 

structure fast / mpseJ ^nt as part of our ^ tWICC than not at ^ 
resistance_help us * P f eciSe In formation strengthe^ 010 )? cornmu mcation 

l ab ^io n-ltefc i :-d°rineC^ enS ^ P ° W " ° f *« 

Payment possibilities; you LZr 7 ' post .age. 

np.°With°one oftltHasT' 1 ' ^ y ° U ^P“lkrant unrilTh t° ° Ur P ° St ° ffice 

Means of p. *en g P et a p.^ t *^£“"« - used 

Cks C C to? 8,r ° 0 ««“xx, P ° Stal ° rder “ °u f Post of&e 

,^*3 “5 Th „ 

AWSSss SS3— «— s - 

n the Netherlands: obtainable in the Left bookshops. 
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]3pe S “r VOlUd0narieS ° f ,he *>* fca «” -jecc criticism of their bomb 

lSelled WAR NEWS theieis'ac"' ° f ^ ^ JanUa ^ 1987 » a section 
‘fiery feast' “.whosprinkle thei^nT’^ fr ° m th .\“«volutionaries for a 
They write in to attack the criticism of^Slan^'* S P am fh ^notations. 
Sector”—see Radikal: reader” ktters in the 7 ^ Shl '-Western 
translation of the “revolutionaries’” reaction isgfvenbeTow" J SeCt, ° n ' The 
OPINION and DOCUMENTATION 

group ‘slap away^heThit—western sectoral [. r3nS ! 3t . ion] criricism b y the 
(e.g. radikal issue 132, part 1). Thev sav «%. rC ? l * tmg throu S h the scene 
making] are instructions for suicide for those ^ instructlons f for bomb 
(radikal 131, pages 62/63) TheJ Sf. ) ' 56 lnex P er |en c ed in this area.” 
execution of actions and speculate “th t f°u P ^ ecise . lns tructions for the 
have been tested out by theauthors” But hef^ 7 / nethods P res «ited not all 
the manner of a head rcadiTwh a t A lt ^.^P^ibe for people in 
preparation of attacks, ^ cS d" ^ T do * 

as “banal street fighter instructions” heh' * a* ^ c !fP d pro P osals for sabotage 
and no practical experience * WhlCh 3re nothin S but ide ^ 

Bilge and arrogance: that won’t do You’ll u, * l 
proposals criticised for the concrete V° be precise: the 

enclosed in the appendix to a “FWll ° n ° f 3Ct! ? of sab °tage were 

Hummelbuttel buildtris yard for the new smrio 11 Tu^ 3ttack 0n the 

slum clearance area” i e thev comp ft- ta .t lon tb e pigs in Hamburg’s 
are quite obviously the resuk of DracrirT" lm ” ed,a %P recise context and 
which make it superfluous to get things expe 5 ience - Y °“ demand recipes 
experiments. That isn’t possible is d 8 °g et ber oneself with one’s own 
precision in the "T 8 ' The 

for sabotage proves the responsibility of the peopk who wroT'T 8 ,. raVity 

I-e. the criticism draws a blank- e a P eh? • i 7 f about them, 
specifically recommended that in diff f' 8 ’ c b emica I detonators. It was 

should be transported separately the ^ C !T^ amS 3C * d 3nd ignition P°wder 
From your 3 “ - (n ° Se dr ° pS etC ^ 

quite short times as a lead so as not to endan n Certai ^ sltuati ons we need 
about: rather help develop ignition devices ourse ^ ves - don’t grouse 
which will allow fast and sure assaults e p Wltb If 6 CX3Ct C ° the minute and 
their barracks in a massive form ’ ' 8 ‘ ° n the statlons of tb e pigs and 

We find “chemical ignition” simply monkey arse randy and therefore: 


DOCUMENTATION 

Chemical Ig nition 
1CAUTION! [a recipe follows] 




special issue forth F 

ankturt congress] 

[For the Frankfurt 

Figne Rouge brought ou^a^^ 1 J an - 86 to 4 Feb 86) D Y • 

Themed struggle as „ s '^ UW 7 i0 " “ German t^'^ ^ 
the revolution. a strategy and tactical necess,A, r L 

special edition, this ' • *" 

[pL ° c stats 

the worldwide revolutionaTv sF 03 ^ 0 .: to ma ^ e concrenfinr ear,y 1586 
we greet all combative ru 8g le for communism. "nationalism in 

---".rasrir* 

eRmpselktantScUgne R 0uge 

P Introduction ma ^ ^ ° n 29 d -ely typed 

Fhe armed strnaal« P ° J tlcai action. 

j- ?:=« „! bt ;“ »■*. .<. 

‘^asafe. 

„ T j h °' 

struggle. a ijv,n g method does not • 

2 * Revolutionary terrorism ■ ^ ^ ^ ° f 

, f^ggiewhicLspartoTo/ 5 3 USefuJ a ”d necessarv f 

3- Lenin's theory onnsur/ecdn C ° m u munistheri tege 7 ° rm of the 

v T , fo ™ nowadays. eCt,on « historically correct h„t 
v - The armed struggle ; n „ , r correct but an outdated 

!• Criticismo^he*!n OUt ; 0narystrat egy. 

i nt fc u »»t 

lntoM „ efc 



VI. The political-military question. 

‘ revolutmnal-ywar" 1 " ° n ‘ 7 teC ° me P ° ssibie Enough a long lasting 
decision for anarmed^trTgg^ “ COnnection with the strategic 

Propaganda. 

«: Se e “ n cdo?of n ;he ti0n f0r the armed s «. 

• front line policy. organisation cannot be identical with a 

VII. Towards revolutionary civil war. 

, revolutionary 9 civdwaradS.^ propaganda the preconditions for 

’ Powelolftheslat^ ^ revolutiona T war for the taking over of the 

' whichTnTtsa 3 r7foVrc?mmu2t Stra T- iS m ° dem method 

West of today. communist revolution in the imperialist 

5. Zusammen Kampfen [Fighting Together] 

Paper for the anti-imperialist Front in Western Europe 

1987 ? I P ^' ai edi * io ™tavi appeared"between'D^' F ine “ re S u,a r” issues 
1987. In general the paper is made 1 of l December 1985 and January 

some typeset but most of it reproductions maKriai ’ 

[slefecsimT 6 ” K a mpfen SpeciaiE <«tion Jan 1985 

[I L S,m,le reproduc «°n for the original German text] 

ort e Unity of the Revolutionaries in Western Europe” 

Joint Declaration of the RAF and AD 

January 85 

we say 

7 a ™ Pha - foe development 
this qualitative" leap S cr a e the f f Centresand a » a condition for 

C n l '« <* -tern 

power relationships in the south and the collision h^ ° f the lnternati °nal 
powers and the limits of the world marklr ^ [ be p [ een , nsin gProductive 
political-economic-military crisis of rho i* w . hlch , llas led to the global 
gripped the entire imperialist system mpenal,st cha m of states and has 
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«» m Umin OCR R£V0L(J,I0har£ „ RCsrCURORA 
w >> sigen 

vnr b « s tiimen diesen schritt a,,, * 

P^jISk^wSS??- 

mi * anderen worten: 

sachfde^ko™^,'s d tT s S\^rn\ f firw'T ''’ 4 ' 1 St1 SChen «rit.,l, 1st die 

hlstor1schen ""*«■ - £* w z? 

offensivTIS 1 OK OK EINHEIT » OER 

ISsMmmxm 

Mtfssssss,!!®™ 

s£££k^ 

™«ht ^ vollkomnen in den kern Imperilisttscher 

^^'^-:::rrx£r - 


ZusammenKampfen, Special edition Jan 198 5Jo int declaration RAF and 
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AD 


and for us out of the experiences of the last few years in which revolutionary 
armed politics has established itself in the metropolitan centres and new 
struggles have developed at various focal points of the conflict between 
imperialism and liberation, experiences out of which the conscious joint 
debate about revolutionary strategy and tactics in the metropolitan centres 
has developed and the question of its implementation for the communist 
perspective in western europe presents itself to us urgently, 
in other words: 

from the fact of the unified imperialist strategy the cause of the communist 
guerilla in western europe for the realisation of their historical project in the 
struggle against imperialism is: 

THE DISCUSSION ON THE REVOLUTIONARY POLITICAL LINE 
WHICH WILL MAKE POSSIBLE THE OFFENSIVE AGAINST THE 
IMPERIALIST MACHINE; 

THE PRACTICAL PROCESS OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF PROLETAR¬ 
IAN POLITICS IN THE CENTRES WHICH IN ITS DIALECTICAL MOVE¬ 
MENT GATHERS TOGETHER THE RISING AGAINST DESTRUCTION 
EXPERIENCED DAILY AND EVERYWHERE IN THE IMPERIALIST 
SYSTEM AND BUILDS UP THE POLITICAL-MILITARY FRONT IN WES¬ 
TERN EUROPE AS A SECTOR OF THE WORLD-WIDE STRUGGLE 
BETWEEN THE PROLETARIAT AND IMPERIALIST BOURGEOISIE; 

AN OPEN PROCESS ORIENTED BY THE JOINT ASSAULT WHICH 
AIMS TO BREAK THE IMPERIALIST STRATEGY IN CENTRES 
THEMSELVES BECAUSE THAT IS WHERE THEY HAVE TO ARISE 
FROM TO SECURE THEIR GLOBAL RULE. 

central project in the current phase of imperialist strategy is the attempt to weld 
together the west european state into a homogeneous structure, into a hard 
block which is completely integrated into the core of imperialist power— 
NATO, as the most advanced imperialist rulership structure. 


[final few paragraphs, after another page and a half of the above] 

authentic revolutionary strategy will develop from the assault against the 
central imperialist projects—collectivity and coherence of the fighters from 
their particular conditions and possibilities. 

unity, 

which in the destruction of the imperialist structures conquers space in 
which proletarian consciousness and power will develop. 

THE WESTERN EUROPEAN GUERILLA SHATTERS THE IMPERIAL¬ 
IST SYSTEM ! 

ACTION DIRECTE 
RED ARMY FACTION 

january 1985 
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(b) Zusammen Kampfen No. 2 April 85 


- Dyck, Patsy O’Hara and Jan 
page. Below them are the headlines:] faC,slm,le "Production on opposite 
Hunger strike- 

in Western Europe Fr0nt ~ hlterview with the RAF Revolutionary Struggle 

COpy-p ass Qn j 

[On page 2 :] 


,WH at r ° f theprisoners °n 77 C ° ntentS 

joint deciaranonof raj and ad 3 

AD on the actton against audran 8 

letter f” * e aCtl °" against zimmermann 9 

letter from patsy o’hara 10 

■SST" 1 -*-*-'. 12 

SSgafefsr—' if 

s 

*' priwnersfromAD “ 

CCC nn*;” Red Brigades on the 8.2.85 21 

anti-imperialistgueXingre^ce P ' Peline 2 I 

23 


[Items shown in bold have been translated.] 

[On page 10 :] 

Letter from Patsy O’Hara m 

German translation in Zusammen Kampfen^pril 85 .] ^ fPubIished in 
patsy o’hara of the INLA wnc „ 

Sssssa? |v 

[poor picture of hungerstrike support demonstration] 
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comrades 


3.4.1981 


some years now and have aS had the area^ y ° Ur Stru ^ for 
or your struggle against imperialism and the na ,' St ri ; SpeCt and admiration 

in — f - - ‘Ssxss 

part over^h^past^our ^ncFhalf years^oXhe^bJ 30 ^ ocialists . ha « taken 

protest, we have refused to accent the ahnliV c ^ an ^ et ar *d in the dirty 

(Which in practice amounted to “pohtcaTs/ 1 le *? eda ' < T al “SWstate 
prisoners in the cells of long kesh en^oved US whllst 5 00 other 
been ordered to wear prison clothesl^fo ^ 1 <ategor ? status had 
refused to be turned into criminals and J I '" Son . work - ° ( course we 
isolation blocks, into cells which contained XiX , re 8 ™ e moved us into 
' am certain that you knowaU. n ° th ! ng but blankets, 
suffices to say that the british government 35 W d ° ° f yours - k 

break our determination including ; n F e s all conceivable means to 
psychological torture, the stakel afehiZZZt d f grad ^ me *ods and 
could have represented to the world thenari™ nl bntl . sh succeeded they 
insh people as nothing but an a ™.j national liberation struggle of the 

was and is strong and before enduring^nother f Ut ° Ur W,l! for res istance 
decided to bring this matter to a final soIurioXh/ 011 ! yearS this hel1 we 
the hungerstrike which started on the 27 oc^nhe f1 means ieft t0 us was 
women participated in this action at the n«t Zf *° f u* st year ' 40 men and 
told us on the 53rd day that they, would ft, wiZ h “ ngers trU<e. the brits 

stopped the hungerstrike and so thestXllaT fi , ve L demand s if we 

first man would have died, we knew h wo u ? ded ° nly hours before the 
changes could be made but the dare became takc l . som ' time before all the 

s“. -• “ 

ourselves to national boundaries’ our ne^ 115 ” 1 We Cann0t ’ 1 beJieve » Iimit 
the nature of socialism. ' P ers P e ctive is internationalist, that is 

organisationlTmust collaborate eXpl ° Itation of man by man, revolutionary 
pu"' f0r hUmai ’ righ “ a " d nothing must distract us from our 

theTXsrg«etgfandK R th P °" the bla " k « i send you 

loss of life. S 85 and 1 h °P e that your struggle will succeed withom 
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[On page 20:] 

IRSP—Solidarity address 
23.1.1985 

to the group of relatives [of the RAF] 

to you and your comrades in the hungerstrike for just recognition as 
political prisoners we send our greetings and solidarity. 

we know exactly the purpose of the west gerjman government with respect 
to both the h-block long kesh and armagh prisons in northern ireland and 
the portlaoise and limerick prisons in the republic of ireland as well as with 
respect to the concentration camps in which german political prisoners are 
kept behind bars, the same brutality is always perpetrated against our 
prisoners whatever part of the country they are imprisoned in. as we are 
confronted with international repression we too must get together and must 
know that our struggles are the same: against a common enemy and for a 
common aim. 

receive our support and solidarity; may the imprisoned men and women 
who stake their lives for the political rights of man in west germany and 
other western european countries be victorious, your fight is our fight, 
victory will be ours. 

the general secretary 

signed Jim Lane 

(c) Zusammen Kampfen No. 4 Sept.85 

[The title page shows a picture (poorly reproduced) of some buildings, 
probably the Rhein-Main air base. Superimposed over the picture are the 
French and German slogans:] 

Unite dans le combat pour la revolution international! 

Einheit im Kampf fiir die Weltrevolution! 

[below the two slogans are:] 

the RAF 5-pointed and a 5-pointed 

star with the star with 

Kalashnikov ACTION DIRECTE below it. 

[beneath that the slogan:] 

DEVELOP THE RESISTANCE TO THE SHARPNESS OF THE REAL 
SITUATION 
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[Page 2:] 


CONTENTS 

on the attack against the r hein- m ai„ ah base and the shooting of the gi 


pimental 

o W U$ tr0 ° PS “ eUr °P e and the “european pillar 7 

deTratLTbythe PNSF a ‘ eStinian CampS U 

sx ,h " M “ il 

onnicaragua 27 

20 

** mention of taranteili 

25 


[Extracts from the item in bold have been translated ] 

[Page 7] 

Interview with comrades from the RAF 

in the Middle East, and for all of’whom th^FM tramed or sou S ht refiige 
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conditions. Wlt m the cha nged national and international 
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tioning of us-imperialism. this is the basis, created here by the anti¬ 
imperialist struggle, from which we start, the step forward, the escalation 
which corresponds to the imperialist escalation, is the extension of the 
attack in depth and the branching out of the military-political position of us 
[USA] power here ..... 

question: in the declaration you say that the “organisation of the oppressed 
of the world” has hijacked the TWA plane, do you*know more about the 
fighting in lebanon? 

answer: nothing very precise, but at least this: that they are anti-imperialist 
struggles which have an important role in countering the world domination 
plans of imperialism, in splitting up its forces. 

as far as the shiite movements are concerned—there are vast differences 
between them, for instance berri and parts of the amal militias who did the 
massacres in the Palestinian camps; berri’s policies are tied into the 
imperialist plans for the “pacification of lebanon”—for which the 
liquidation of the armed Palestinian struggle is a condition, others fight 
jointly with lebanese and Palestinian resistance groups against zionism and 
imperialism, the plane hijackers have said that they belong to none of the 
organisations whom the media have held responsible for the hijack—jihad 
islamique, amal, hizbollah. the action, the demands were politically correct 
and forceful, they have upset the calculations on which current imperialist 
projects were based, us-imperialism and israel have been dragged into the 
centre of the confrontation and it has been shown that “us-imperialism 
strategically is a paper tiger”, that the prisoners have had to be released, that 
the imperialists did not dare implement a military solution, that is a victory 
for the anti-imperialist struggle. 

however: the preoccupations of the islamic fundamentalist movements 
have little in common with us, with our politics, here one has to understand 
the objective effects of their struggles. 

beyond that it is a matter for the arab revolutionary movement, what’s the 
point in judging that from here? 

we want to say something again here: in many pamphlets comrades talk of 
the “merger RAF-Action Directe”. that implies something like “organis- 
ationally-logistically”—which does not exist. 

as little as there is a european imposed-from-above central command, 
which decides on any kind of directives or lines of action. 

we reject that and politically it is impossible too. 

the west-european front for the guerilla can only be a realistic process, in 
discussion one is concerned with the joint understanding of the situation in 
the west european metropolitan centres and their international linkage—for 
political-strategic unity, and of course, where that is possible, one is 
concerned with common praxis—that is the aim, and that is why the 
discussions are from their very beginnings concrete, practical. 

Action Directe and we start from the outlook of a revolutionary process 
in western europe—from the necessity and possibility of determining and 
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he west european metropolis process out of the situation in 

mto the movement in their own couX ’ “ d then int X>ted 

between the guerihaVoupl? 111 ’’ Str ° n8 political and practical differences 

discussion Is wamed^roTco^eOTen^^l 15 betWeen our ,e SS- where 

no point, ideological differences a £ J fP a or,< ;nted—otherwise there is 
become political ones, we say that diffe^ 01 ^ Slgnificance ** they don’t 
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process ,n the western european metropohs 0881 ^ ItieS f ° r the revol “bonary 
communist guerilla groups-Uhat identi?! o7 h ° S6 m ° L t0r and core are the 
m the struggle. f of aim rises above the differences 

[End of interview] 

(d) Zusammen Kampfen Nr.5 Jan 1986 

^t 3 P ' CtUre ° f Ge ° rge *“*»» -h his name beside it 

never forgiv^fsM ne^efofget anfif I ha® 8 " Wh ? has been in ^ted. I will 
,s that 1 have - ^ of an ^ing it 

foe 

— C ^ DIS 

development of THE front HERE. FOR THE WHOLE FURTHER 

[The three articles are:] 

TExV D rTm,mxT LUT,ONARY FRONT. 

OF THE SUMMER 0 T |fENsTv| IR DEHNITION 

sasssss™"™ 

SSS'fif™” 

12 »v 3 •— -X 2 

tracts amount to about 4000 words.] 
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[Page 3:] 


Build the revolutionary Front. 

we have developed the offensive against the us-military power here from our 
experiences and discussions during and after the offensive in the winter of 
the hunger strike. 

the offensive in the winter 84/85 was itself for us the break with a long 
phase of being on the defensive. 

the defensive, that was the experience of our own lack of orientation in 
revolutionary and anti-imperialistic politics, which expressed itself in: 

on the one hand, endless theorising and ideological debates, verbal 
radicalism, small groups, defining themselves more in their differences with 
others than in their own practical and political idea, which was not 
developed; which amounted to searching for differences rather than what 
we had in common, as the common practical goal was not kept in view. 

and on the other hand, in swimming along in and adhering to mass 
movements, sinking with them and in them: the error, out of one’s own 
weakness, of seeking strength in quantity and so to experience the 
propagation of the revolutionary front in the metropolis and the debate on 
its possibility becoming meaningless and hollow, for us and the people in 
the movements, as long as the front does not become real and thus capable 
of being experienced as a concrete concept and a mobilisation of the many. 

from these experiences and the feeling [feeling in English in original] that all 
the awakening of militant resistance since 80 had got stuck in provincial 
revolts and that it must finally fall prey to resignation we came to the 
decision to stand on our own two feet and to take in hand in a collective 
process the political and practical organisation and development of the anti¬ 
imperialist front. 

it was a decision taken against the whole of the personal and political 
fuck-off [“abfuck” in the German, which has no such word], against 
resignation and destructive tendencies: alk [? not a recognisable abbrevi¬ 
ation perhaps a misprint] and the rage directed at each other or at oneself in 
endless self-analyses of one’s own rubbish structures, instead of against the 
cause of it all, this state and the prevailing miserable conditions, and so to 
change oneself in the struggle, it was the will and the decision to come out of 
ourselves to political awareness and to engage in the joint assault, to come 
to the guerilla and the militant, from an existential need for another life, 
actually to create the power and the strength so as to be able to prevail 
against the state here and the whole of the imperialist system. 


we the revolutionary metropolitan front have the power to keep in check the 
aggression of the imperialists which starts here, what we are after is this 
POSSIBILTY of the revolutionary movement in western europe within the 
whole of the international class confrontation between the world proletariat 
and the imperialist bourgeoisie. . .. 


65 







° f *e us/naco war mac hine we 
of their military apparatus SmC antJ Z** ca ” P' a " *e use 

nato, j-Lerventhni'sm pa^arecanTak^h “ ** 

on a new ,eve1 ’ far 

pigs the direction in which things t0 u make » the 

eirut or san Salvador—or wherever WP \ lf shouJd escalate in 
consideration first of all exactly whaTrisk thpr tha J the 7 take into 
m the centres of their power thereupon hr M u* 1S ° f revolufl onary struggle 
counter-power is always practiced v,* mg ° Ut ° n * . new JeveJ - 

them and their counter-revolutionary I ^la n nn° nCrete i itUations ~~ against 

does the praxes 


Cental, hy 

POtnt in the whole discussion after thfsummer W f S after ail a ciick - 

co °“™ n .g that was important. for ourselves the exposition 

disassociating th^executi^n^mTrhe rdevan!; 6 } U ° ften made of 

^leir bases. W ^° ie tke Political re as° n s forlhe attac^orTthe^l-amij^and 

war of imperialismlg*n s U t S ' u a ™ > d ' S ^ e s P ear ' he foremost front in the 

yankeesoldiers-thepersons-aretLeconfS* gbtmg for I ‘ berati “- the 

the concrete figures—whether officer of^nni? ^ machine - Tk ey are 
h, f s P ecial and simultaneously ir“placa each one ha s 
Salvador, in the near east . . he e In r he h A &TV°* Us ~ m el 
Germany], even if here the confronting brd [Federal Re P“Wic of 
example is the establishment here of a pelmanenT' rU " 50 °P en, X- the best 
m europe, staffed with us-officer, La Permanent crisis staff of the us-army 

east and western europe, «*ether^ thLV™^ f ° fthe P°im» *£- 
orders to kill us or look after logLcsLunhefl ? r ’ wheth - th ^ 

sjsjaa £r '"■* ftaft a 

ma th b enem , y ’ S POWer machine 
° f the , war for weakening the enemv Ihd • Y r exploited in the course 

the soldiers of the enemy only start tothink aboilr l’ lsror ' cnl experience that 
when they have more to lose than they S from to make a decision 

to postpone the rpvr»l.,^ X g trom the J ob ■ 

military might to that momentX/ft 


66 


near east, in central america or against revolutionary insurrections in 
europe, would be evidence of a distance from what is already on the go 
today against us and our comrades, wherever they may stand in the war 
against the pigs, we are concerned to prevent them throwing themselves 
with all their might onto any front of the international class war. we are 
concerned with understanding the war as our reality and to take up our part 
in it now so that we and the outlook for liberation and social revolution in 
the metropolitan centres, and therefore also worldwide, are not swept away 
by fascism. 

we have noticed in the discussions about the gi that qften abstractions are 
gone in for that are separated from one’s own experience and one’s own 
praxis, who talks in the confrontation with the bulls, the sek’s [Special Task 
Commandos], the torture knaves in jugs, the fascists about a class view 
point, which would forbid attacking them in the struggle? although 
objectively they are ‘victims’ of the system and in general enjoy just as much 
or as little support as the yankee gi’s our relationship to them is clear: it is 
their job to finish us off and because of this job we must fight them to 
protect ourselves and prevail against them, everything else would be self 
surrender and a free rider ticket for the pigs. 

it is always the case that we will decide on the basis of the situation and 
confrontation and in deciding on our political and practical aim whether the 
attack makes political sense and is necessary and therefore goes ahead or 
not—and with what intensity, the militant attacks on the bulls after the 
murder of giinter [?], the armed self-defense of the brixton people, the bomb 
attacks on the sek’s in greece. those are examples of sharp actions about 
which there are no discussions in the revolutionary resistance, and we find 
that to be only good. 

[Page 9:] 

ON THE DEBATES ABOUT THE AIR BASE ACTION 

as a militant group which in the summer helped carry forward the offensive 
we want to intervene in the discussion which went on after the action of the 
raf and ad against the rhein-main air base. 

this is not a complete, polished discussion paper, it is only very important 
to us, once again briefly to develop how things went for us and, we believe, 
not only for us with respect to the development of the concept of the 
revolutionary front here in the brd. whence the strength arose to have a go, 
to let this concept become practical, in the recent discussions we found 
lacking any reference to the history of our resistance here in the brd, which 
is a large part of what makes up the “authentic conditions”. 

we cannot say whether it went like this in all the discussions, but we felt 
very strongly that in this action against the nato infrastructure only the 
attack against the gi was discussed, separated off from the determinant of 
the actions, and that the idea of taking a new step in the fight against nato 
was often taken as if it could only be deduced from the conditions of the 


67 







manner out of r the 8 stru g a gles here teob s C ° Uld n0t 3rise in exactl y the same 

actually exist. Sg We observe a separation here which cannot 


the place where they fight does noTaTalf't ln , wbich man >' understood that 
here cannot prevent the SSSn ^ ^er 

Without abolishing the system that needs them rb [at ° m ' c P ower stations] 
m the jugs must be a fight against the torn ^ ? S ^ tbe flgbt a S ainst torture 
architecture of the towns fnd its delT ’ th f. ,m P eriai <st state; that the 
control and data acquishi^n on tt deSmcrion^ 5 “ 3 fUnCti ° n in the 
determined relationships of people to each^L a nd prevention of self- 
the logic and necessity of the imperialist im P er ialist war is 

it through revolutionary struggl e P 7 ^ that We can on] y defeat 

Germany.^Therf;] C °' Umn “ S ™ ri °« Centos and actions in West 

revolution, where hall once lga?n7L)fr leba |? 0I !i ( gainst tbe P a,esti nian 
lacked the capacity for action^n the Ton fro f ° r u many; we not only 
where in front of our eyes thev bombTT ^ u 0 ! 1 / , here ’ but aJso there, 
and revolutionary counter-force in nalecT se f ' determine d structures 

shatila, which e.g. at the time was run from fb mn CamP i S shabra [sicJ and 

rhein-main air base, we had no practical T*™ SUppIy P ° int at the 
have corresponded to the severity of whidl W0U,d 

radical left 'XT! hu'nd Vh*”* it , was clear t0 the 

would run away in resignation bicause S°, Usar ! d in bonn alon e 

Sta£e “ us position and tfsks the brd ‘ 


W3S f tbe °"f ab ™ the action 
perspectives, the quite direct intertwinfnu of COnfromed us with further 
strategy, the special development anH • g r mone y mterests and military 
chance of thebattle St h at the ° f L euro P e in tbat and a 

common struggle in western europe of a 

comprehensive potential for revolution,™ nTt d the borders of the brd: 
earn much, through the centralist tendencie^ of Se "h " 6 T Stil ‘ have to 
transformations of living and worhn "?t ™ lm P eriallst s existential 

People; in these the contradictions wil he h h ltIOn j 3re J comin S u P on the 

be explosive power for the revolution b helghtened and ln that there could 

up^y^omrackess/esidt'eiump^from tl T ''T™*^ b «" 

potential to fight nato riXm the H 3te 3nd Search for a Praxis and 
western europe and the mik which w “"bS. we" tok tt’ 


68 


also a reason among others for the lack of understanding and the distance 
which exists in part on the air base action, for many the relationship to nato/ 
war was not clear and has not become their concern, also in the hs 
[Hafenstrasse in Hamburg, a RAF supporters’ squat] we were not far 
enough developed to be a force which could actually interfere with their 
ability to function and which could actually do that when we decide upon it. 

but that was the central determining factor for the comrades against the 
air base, to incapacitate the functioning and plannability of their machinery 
and as a part of that the attack on the gi. 

we find it o.k. [o.k. in original] to discuss the effectiveness of attacks 
against gis and the correctness or wrongness of pimental. but first of all we 
find lacking in much of it the discussion about the meaning of the attack, or 
rather the relationship to it. because that too is our orientation which has 
developed quite concretely from the experiences here in the brd and not only 
out of the international relationship between the forces. 

[page 12 (a facsimile reproduction of the German original is on page 70):] 

To those who fight with us 

we say today that the shooting of the gi in the actual situation of the summer 
was a mistake which has obscured the effect of the attack on the air base 
and thus the debate about the political-military determinant of the action as 
of the offensive altogether. 

it is clear: to shoot the gi was a step into escalation which itself has 
strategic quality—because it means a sharpening up of the war against us- 
imperialism in the sense that for us all members of the us-forces at any place 
and any time are military targets for attack, to justify this step with 
“practical necessity” is politically impossible because it can only come from 
a complete political and strategic definition, 
but today that does not correspond to the subjective development of the 
resistance and the objective situation here. 

thus what one was concerned about in the decision to attack the air base 
was very precisely that step, to attack the centres, bases of the us-war 
machine and those troops which are directly involved in the war between 
the revolution and imperialism—thus the intervention—and special forces 
who prepare the open and covert operations against the liberation war in 
the 3rd world and execute it, the soldiers who massacre in the 3rd world. 

this contradiction in the definitions and determinants had the effect of a 
log jam on all discussions, has smudged the orientation of the action and so 
naturally-strengthened by the fact that we sent off the id-card without 
saying anything about it— delivered to the state protection propaganda and 
also to a whole lot of arseholes in the left the ammunition for their attempt 
to split the resistance over the shooting of the gi, to play out our mistake 
against the unity of the revolutionary front in which the resistance and we 
ourselves have got much further by a decisive step in the winter. 
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Zusammen Kampfen, No. 5 Jan 1986 


the struggle against the imperialist war strategy is our immediate practical 
function and our potential in the international liberation war: THE 
REVOLUTIONARY FRONT IN WESTERN EUROPE CAN BLOCK THE 
MACHINE WHICH THEY WANT TO RAISE IN AND FROM THEIR 
CENTRES OF POWER AND SET OFF AND CREATE IN THIS 
STRUGGLE CONSCIOUSNESS AND NEW RESISTANCE AGAINST 
THE SYSTEM WHOSE ESSENCE IS DESTRUCTION. 

we deduced the attack against the air base from the concrete relationship 
of forces which has become manifest in the way the imperialist chain reacted 
to the offensive of the winter. [Dec. 84—Spring 85] c 

IT WAS THE REACTION OF THE WHOLE SYSTEM TO THE 
OPENING OF THE REVOLUTIONARY FRONT IN WESTERN EUROPE. 


those who want to fight must separate themselves from all those who only 
want to draw them back again (reformists, opportunists, wafflers). 


THE SEEDLINGS AND FORMS OF REVOLUTIONARY POWER DE¬ 
VELOP IN THE PROCESS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE. 

self-determination, collectivity are not available outside of the struggle, but 
only by wresting them away from force and by tearing down the walls 
between people—as a process of the construction of proletarian counter¬ 
force, which is independent of the socially organised force and the 
repression of capital, which will create at every moment the freedom and the 
concrete conditions to force through its aims and interventions thus 
developing continuity and strength. 

this process is only possible and lives by the committment and exertion of 
the individual who puts himself in the context of the front, with total 
consequentiality, as a whole person in the matter of the common aim: the 
smashing of the system and the revolutionary upheaval. 

THIS SUBJECTIVE LEAP IS WHAT IS THE DECISIVE FACTOR ON 
WHICH DEPENDS HOW FAR THE FRONT HERE WILL GET. 


it is absolutely senseless for the struggle now to search for the grand 
strategic plan—we in any case will not lay it out—or to philosophise about 
a republic of soviets or ethics, because then one only loses the ground from 
under one’s feet on which one has to learn to run. 

IT ALL CONCERNS SUBJECTIVE ACTION. WILL. POLITICISATION. 
CONSCIOUS DECISION—POLITICS. 

that we wanted too by the action in the summer: 

that each one clears up his own relationship, deepens the break, discovers 
himself ideologically in the war and creates the consciousness for the 
confrontation. 
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and we say: exactly that has come about. 


wh.chareT^ difficult and given tise to debates 

politically how we defined the ate IrV j g L °i Ur mista kes of not clarifying 

no one couid tell any longer wheZt wal aLuTtf ^ ^ ^ 

at the beginning we did not understand f h» r ; act,on - 
in particular we had not coi-m! l hecon tradictions: 

resistance still being so firmly rooted tt.TV" 53 "' 0 " “ndencies in the 
through its counter campaigns d ’ Wh,Ch the state wanted to enfolce 


the soldiers on 

ft n ' ng *«r liquidation smaterieT fromV”” aggressire factor from 

executing them, i.e. how we can our ,d Eere ,n P ea « and quiet and 

t e.r plans can be blocked before ?hey can exeatethem .^^ 1 PreSSUre that 


TH^r A Sa,d ^ 82) l ' n Zusammenka mpfen No.4] 

TATION POSITION A A° V TH£ A fTNT'RR £ ^ NAM FR0M A CONFRON- 
FRONT LINE AND HINTERLANn^rr, PF THE LIB ERATION WAR 

through every sector fWdsP/^ line which goes right 
try, because every S r J, contwe w, every co?S7 

S LE of SY S 

turn INTO a FRONT LINE IN THE^XIBErIT^^^ 

iS ^-through the 






we have said; 

proletarian internationalism is the , 

revolutionary struggle in fundamental consciousness fnr *.u 

—-Jjftsiaass-sist-^s 
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capital and the knowledge that the complete destruction of the imperialist 
system will only then become real when this perspective is opened up even in 
the centres of its power. . . . 


the revolutionary front in western europe develops as a part, sector of and 
function in the worldwide struggles through whose combined effect the aim 
can only be reached. 

TAKE UP THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR, FIGHTING MEANS LIVING 
red army faction '■> 

January 86 
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PART FOUR: 
STATEMENTS 


are self-defeating, td ° f “ iso1 —» torture 

" d % 8 m ° c d to b er 1970 and 
conducted a wt“e„ d^onT'^ ’^LIjsTpT 

Dec 1978) published par* of Lit cor f®' °J the RAF ’ D “ Spiegel m’ 
RAF plan to charge the state w th °^ P ° ndenCe which dealt wfth he 

isolatton tortured Horst Mahler wrote t pan® ' mpris ° ned terrorists to 

appropriate express^used 1 by P?z h fc gUer ' H Ua guerilla’, to quote an 
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Et' «•KM ASmSftrfl! *. pa. b, 

^sSKStS. “«;?=?&wi 

b'hi.ew),hid'S) in s P'» a0 , confinement, in newly 
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andlt^ to 6 p" eTfas ^ d ‘““ a ™ *e Lei ^ ft 

demands o y ftheS eC : faSC,Sm S ° 35 “ the'bmatedTa^ 
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themselves were proof of the torture to which they are supposed to have 
been subjected. . . . 

“He who convinces himself that he is being destroyed by isolation will 
really begin to suffer from circulatory troubles and his consciousness will 
truly cloud. Whoever drums the idea into himself that sensory depri¬ 
vation and lack of human communication is slowly killing him, will 
actually die—perhaps by committing suicide. 

“[After her arrest] Gudrun [Ensslin] summarised all this in the 
formula: ‘The struggle goes on. Even if they have taken the guns out of 
our hands, we are still left with our bodies. These We will now use as our 
ultimate weapon.’ 

“This swindle [pretending to be subjected to ‘isolation torture’] is still 
believed, and because so many still fall for this theatre the hunger strikes 
are still seen to be profitable. Thus the naivete of the Left becomes one of 
the causes of RAF prisoners hungering to death. 

“The state will not collapse because a handful of terrorists will not 
capitulate. Only lunatics can believe that. . . .” 

Klaus Croissant on the plan to bring a charge of “isolation torture” before 
the European Commission of Human Rights as a propaganda tactic . 

Klaus Croissant was one of Andreas Baader’s lawyers but was excluded 
from Baader’s trial at Stammheim (1975) because of his complicity. He 
helped to organise hunger strikes by RAF prisoners. He himself was arrested 
after the Stammheim trial started, was released on bail, fled to France in mid 
1977, was re-arrested in Paris after a few weeks, and was extradited to West 
Germany in November 1977. He was found guilty of the charges against 
him, and served his sentence. A circular letter sent out by him and dated 16 
June 1973 was discovered after his first arrest. He wrote (in part): 

“To all political prisoners/lawyers: 

“The human rights complaint against the Federal Constitutional Court 

has now been prepared by me.After being examined by other 

lawyers it will go out in the next few days. Some are against this, arguing 
that the Human Rights Commission will only confirm the current 
practice of imprisonment. That may well be so, but only after two years. 
Until then this will be our field of operation.” 

Valerio Morucci on the relationship of his group BR (Brigate Rosse, Red 
Brigades) with the RAF, AD, GAP and certain Palestinian terrorists. 

Valerio Morucci was a member of the executive committee of BR until he 
quarrelled with its leader Mario Moretti in 1978 over the question of 
whether or not their captive Aldo Moro (sometime Prime Minister of Italy) 
should be killed. Morucci was against the killing, but his protests were 
ignored. He left BR, taking with him his girl friend Adriana Faranda, the 
Kalashnikov w : rh which Moro had been killed, and the whole of the BR 
archive. He lived in hiding from both BR and the police until he was 
arrested in Rome in 1979. Although he renounced BR, he refused to testify 
against his former comrades at their trials, even though he might have been 
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bu 'i d r ZT m T e ^t 8e ’. we were suppo - d » tip £%S 

AUStria> in fG ' ang -omo, Feltrinelli, hous , . 


Because of his South American experiences the publisher had in mind a 
guerrilla strategy like that of the Tupamaros. He thought that the groups 
that had come out of the student movement could be welded into a 

military organisation.Shortly before Feltrinellis death [he blew 

himself up while trying to sabotage a pylon in northern Italy] I heard 
something about relationships between the GAP [Feltrinell’s Armed 
Proletarian Group], the BR, and the RAF. The RAF had pleaded for 
joining the revolutionary forces together to put a brake on American 
imperialism in Europe. Feltrinelli agreed with {his idea, because he 

believed there would be a right-wing putsch [in Italy].Feltrinelli 

also agreed to the RAF plan for other reasons. His motives were in line 
with his vision of Third World guerilla resistance. For him the USA was 
always to blame .... The BR did not share that view with Feltrinelli and 
the RAF. Even then there were large differences between the BR and the 
RAF. 

“The RAF.cannot base itself on a communist-revolutionary 

tradition like the BR. There are no large class conflicts in Germany, and 
the sympathisers of the RAF all came out of the student movement. It was 
quite different in Italy. With us the student movement immediately got 

mixed in with the worker’s movement.The RAF therefore sought 

its political motivations outside of the Federal Republic. The anti¬ 
imperialist struggle in Vietnam was used. The RAF never bothered about 
internal German problems and developments, even in the later years. 
They were only interested in international themes. They were and are 
fixated on the world scene, that is why their main enemy is America. 

“There was German-nationalist feeling in that. The RAF felt itself to be 
the representative of the German national soul. They were against those 
who prevented the German people from freely choosing their own 
political status. These two things separated us from the very beginn¬ 
ing. 

“When the contacts started in 1972 the RAF was stronger than we 
were. We could not afford to laugh at them. We were convinced, 
however, that the abstractness of the RAF would be damaging to a true 
revolutionary development. Because of this conflict our relations cooled. 
Until the contacts were taken up again in 1978, the RAF and BR were 
even separated by a kind of competitive envy. 

“Both organisations fought for their image, as to who would be the 
stronger, both wanted to extend their organisation to the whole of 
Europe. 

“I remember the Schleyer abduction. At that time we had just decided 
on the Moro abduction. We were camping in a small house in Velletri, 
not far from Rome in the Albanese mountains. That was our command 
centre. When we learnt about Schleyer’s abduction one evening from 
television, Moretti got really furious. He was upset by the fact that the 
competition had taken something from him. Moretti had experienced 
differences with the RAF from the very beginning. The Schleyer operation 
surprised him because it was so different from the usual attacks of the RAF. 
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PART FIVE: 

TERRORIST CRIME DETECTION 


The Police Computer Systems 

The West German police authorities are controlled by the governments of 
the states that make up the Federal Republic of Germany. The Federal 
Government itself has at its disposal the Federal Crime Investigation Office 
(Bundeskriminalamt or BKA). However this has little direct authority. In 
the terrorist “crisis” year of 1972, under its then President, Dr. Horst 
Herold, the Federal Crime Investigation Office was empowered to gather 
together all the information relating to terrorist activity. A large computer 
system, called INPOL, was quickly established. 500 terminals were installed 
almost immediately; this number has since been increased to 2600. The 
system was intended to centralise all the information about crime in the 
whole of the Federal Republic by co-ordinating details of any crime 
committed anywhere in Germany with any other crime. Such an ambitious 
project naturally gave rise to technical and political difficulties. 

The system was not to be used for crime prevention as this was seen as the 
prerogative of the states. It is likely that this failure to reach political 
agreement was partly due to the technically ambitious nature of the project: 
the data base for terrorism alone required the system to handle some 
600,000 entries for objects found in safe houses and in the hands of arrested 
terrorists. 

In 1975 a special “terrorism department” was established at the BKA, 
with the agreement of the states. To handle this department’s information a 
special computer system called PIOS was established. PIOS stands for 
Persons, Institutions, Targets & Aims (Objekte) and movable Things 
(Sachen). Under Dr. Horst Herold the BKA developed a range of new 
computer assisted methods of crime detection. These methods were 
classified as targetted search, programmed search, observational search and 
what is perhaps best translated as vectored search (for Rasterfahndung , 
Raster meaning a pattern, a grid). 

Targetted search took the form of assigning small, special teams based 
anywhere in Germany to hunt for particular individuals or groups: The 
officers in these teams would be familiar with all aspects of the wanted 
terrorists’ personalities and group habits. They would be kept informed of 
every relevant event that occurred via the INPOL and PIOS systems. 
Vectored search not only used the computers’ filing systems, but ajso their 
ability to scan rapidly large volumes of data. In a positive vectored search 
the computer was set to find all individuals or events with particular 
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to get information from, or to understand this “scene” is likely to hamper its 
anti-terrorist work. 


Official Statistics on Left-Wing and Right-Wing Terrorism 

The statistics in the table come from the Annual Reports of the 
Verfassungschutz Intelligence service. 

1984 1985 1986 



Left 

Right 

Left 

Right 

Left 

Right 

Murders 

- 

1 

2 

2 

3 

- 

Bombings 

47 

1 

63 

- 

60 

1 

Arson 

172 

11 

229 

11 

395 

4 

Grievious bodily harm 

65 

44 

88 

38 

155 

41 

Other violent crime 

985 

26 

1222 

26 

1289 

25 

Totals 

1269 

83 

1604 

77 

1902 

71 
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PART SIX: 

CHRONOLOGY 

1985-1987 


Abbreviations 

rrr = - A n tio ? Directe ’ Fren <* 

been included, in P^lJSSZfal^ (Midd,e Ea * te ») £"ps h 
on the 13 January 19S7 at ^ ran ^ ur # a irfwrt^aThe < w^one 1 of the^hij^dra 

location description 


date 

GROUP 

1985 


7 Jan 

RAF 

7 Jan 

RAF 

15 Jan 

CCC/AD? 

15 Jan 

ad/raf 


Hohenahr (Hessen) 
Ba den- Wurtem berg 

nr. Brussels 
Paris 


17 Jan RAF 
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Hiillhorst 


Bombing of NATO oil pipeii, 

Burglary at special ware hou* 
yields large quantity of 
detonators and fuses. 

US army telecoms, centre 
bombed. 

press release to agencies on 
formation of “anti-imperialist 

7TJ?L m ' d by AD & RAF t< 
fight NATO &-MIK”. joint 
paper is published: “For the 
unity of the revolutionaries in 
Western Europe 5 ’, 

Bombing of BAOR transmission 

mast. 


1985 


19 Jan 

AD 

Paris 

Regis SCHLEICHER, jailed 
member of AD, goes on 
hungerstrike. (Emulating 30 

RAF prisoners at Stammheim on 
hungerstrike since 4.Dec.84) 

20 Jan 

RAF 

Stuttgart-Vaihingen 

computer centre of “Bau Gmbh” 
attemptiiails as pram bomb goes 
off prematurely killing Johannes 
THIMME and wounding his girl 
friend Claudia WANNERSDORF. 

25 Jan 

Autonoms 

Kriimmel 

High tension mast bombed at 
atomic power station by a group 
called “Slap Away the Shit” 

(Hau weg den Scheiss). 

25 Jan 

AD/RAF? 

nr.Paris 

Assassination of General 
Audran, by “Commando 
Elisabeth von Dyck”. 

30 Jan 

RAF/AD 

Stammheim 6c Paris 

Hungerstrikes terminated. 

1 Feb 

RAF 

Munich 

Assassination of Dr. Ernst 
Zimmermann, head of Tornado 
engine makers, MTU, by a 
“Commando Patsy O’Hara”, 1 
woman & 1 man 

8 Mar 

RZ 

Bochum 

Bombing of HQ of mining & 
energy trade union 

8 Mar 

RZ 

Essen 

Bombing of Assoc, of German 
mining industry 

8 Mar 

RZ 

Hamburg 

Bombing of shipping co. Peter 
Doehle KG 

12 Mar 

RAF? 

Boblingen 

attempt to bomb US army club 
fails 

12 Mar 



Klaus CROISSANT, ex-BM 
lawyer, re-admitted to Stuttgart 
bar. 

Apr 

FRAP 

Brussels 

NATO HQ bombed 

8 Apr 

RZ(?) 

Iggingen (Baden) 

NATO oil pipe line bombed by 
“Fighting Unit Ulrike Meinhof- 


RZ 
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1985 


8A Pr RAF 


8 A Pr RAF 


Hamburg 


Hamburg 

13 Apr R2ora He . de|b| 


22 Apr raf 
29 A Pf RZ 

29 A pr RZ 

29 A pr RZ 

29 Apr RZ 

1 May raf 


4 May 

RAF 

10 May 

RAF 

31 May 

RZ? 

1 Jun 

RZ 


erg 

Diisseldorf 

Diisseldorf 

Cologne 

Cologne 

Berlin 

Bonn-Godes berg* 


3 May RAF Kob|enz 


Ehnnghausen (nr. 
Wetzlar) 

Badbergen (SWof 
Bremen) 


Mohrfelden 

(nr.Frankfurt?) 

Hanover 


llSSir>ff' 0n ^ ^Pping Studies 
( office bombed by “IJJeeal 

m'mm t »f tinSUnitJoha ™“ 

nimme (see 20.j3n.8S) 

Offices of “Project Mana 

Office” bo mb eky^r em 

Sme^ n ' ngUn '' tj0hann ' s 
Bombing of university 

department for biological and 
medical research. 

Bombing of Siemens offices 

Bombing of Deutsche Bank 
premises 

Fe°dt'r fG “ manE ”^ 

Bombing of Hoechst chemical 


CO. 


tor 
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Bombing of Fraunhofer Institut 
Physics research lab. 

Bombing of German Space 

Research Assoc. (BDLI) of which 
• Zimmermann was 
president 

Bombing of Federal Office fa 

Armaments & Supplies by 

P'P e Jine bombed by 
Fighting Unit Johannes 
Fhimme”. 

NATO oil pipe line bombed 
Bombing of Hannover Fair 

management offices by 

“Children 0 f ^ Economic 
Miracle” fails. The bomber 


1985 


j 



PEMULLER is killed when his 
bomb explodes prematurely. His 
girl friend Isabel JACOB gives 
herself up to police. 

3 Jun 

i 

l 

RAF 

Kirchen Tellingsfurt 
(nr.Tiibingen) 

Supermarket money messenger 
attacked and robbed of DM 
157,000; messenger shot in 
neck. 

j 15 JUN 

Hizb 

BEIRUT 

START OF TWA HIJACK 

26 Jun 

AD 

Paris 

Attempt to assassinate General 
Henri Blandin, in charge of 
armaments & logistics in Paris 
MOD, fails. 

26 Jun 

unknown 

Frankfurt 

Bomb attack by peculiar (not 
European?) “Peace Conquerors” 
at airport kills 3. 

4 July 

RAF 

Offenbach 

Ingrid BARABASS, 31, and two 
others arrested in hide-out flat, 
where lots of false papers and 
ammunition are found. 

28 July 

RAF 

Ottenhofen (Black Forest) 

Attempted burglarly for 
explosives at quarry fails. 

8 Aug 

RAF/AD 

Frankfurt-Airbase 

Car bomb kills 2. The night 
before E. Pimental,a 20 year old 
US technician, is murdered in a 
secluded spot in a wood. Andrea 
KLUMP, 28, is believed to have 
been girl “bait” who lured him 
to his death. The bombing is 
done in the name of 
“Commando George Jackson”. 

12 Aug 

RAF 

Frankfurt 

Attempted fire-bombing of US 
military night sleeper train to 
Berlin fails. 

15 Aug 

RAF 

Monchengladbach 

Transmission mast of US army 
radio AFN is blown up. 2 bombs 


attached to cars outside are 
defused. “Fighting Unit for the 
Construction of the Anti- 
Imperialist Front in Western 
Europe” claims bombs. 
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1985 


19 Aug 

RZ 

Cologne 

Bombing of genetic engineering 
lab of Max Planck Institute, 
where hardy food plants are 
being bred, (see 7.0ct.85) 

2 Sep 

RZ 

Dortmund 

Company called Mathematical 
Consulting Service (data 
processing) is bombed for 
supposed South African links. 

2 Sep 

RZ 

Hamburg 

German branch of SCICON 
(British computer company) is 
bombed for supposed South 
African links. 

6 Sep 

RAF 

nr. Nohfelden 40km nth of 3 bombs at ground to air missile 
Saarbnicken base damage radars. 

9 Sep 

RAF? 

Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt 

Incendiary bombs under 3 US 
army lorries defused. 

“Commando War on War” 
claims them. 

11 Sep 

RAF 

Tubingen 

Deserted hide-out flat of the 

Meyer couple and others found. 

23 Sep 

RAF 

Merenberg (nr.Wetzlar) 

NATO oil pipe line bombed. 

About 100 tons of oil lost. 

27 Sep 

RAF 

Ludwigsburg (nr.Stuttgart) Women shop assistants on way to 


bank robbed of DM 16,000 by 2 
robbers attacking with chisels. 
Karl Friedrich GROSSER 
arrested. 


end Sep 

RAF/CCC 

nr.Aachen 

5 “RAF” storage holes are 
discovered near Belgian border 




post. 

7 Oct 

RZora 

Cologne 

Bomb explodes in Botanical 
Institute of University (see 19 Aug 
’85) “Commando Wilfried Bose”. 

8 OCT 

PLF 

nr.PORT SAID 

ACHILLE LAURO HIJACK 

11 Oct 

RAF/CCC 

Saar area 

3 men in Belgian registered car 
(CHB 9013) seen spying out 




munitions stores. 

14 Oct 

RZ 

Swabisch-Gemiind 

2 bombs go off near here: 1 at 
Daimler Benz offices, 1 on 


1985 





electricity pylon. Claimed by 
“RZ—Fighting Unit Ulrike 
Meinhof and Fighting Unit 

Gudrun Ennslin”. 

8 Nov 

RAF 

Hiickelhoven 

(nr.Monchengladbach) 

NATO oil pipe line bombed by 
“Proletarian Initiative and 
Offensive for Western Europe as a 
War Sector” 

12 Nov 

RAF 

Neustadt 

Bomb attack on German army 
facility. 

24 Nov 

Arabs? 

Frankfurt 

Car bomb in US-Army PX 
shopping centre injures 23 mainly 
Americans. 

2 Dec 

RAF 

Saarbriicken 

Martin THIEL voluntarily 
surrenders to police. 

6 Dec 

CCC 

Oudenaards (c.25km South (or Wortegem-Petegem near 
of Gent) there) NATO oil pipe line is 

bombed at 5.am; CCC claims 
this. 

13 Dec 

Autonoms 

Stuttgart 

Stores depot of Ziiblin company 
fire bombed by group “Slap Away 
the shit—Southern Sector” (see 
25.Jan.85) 

16 Dec 

CCC 

Namur 

Pierre Carrette, leader of CCC, his 
girl friend Pascale Vandergeerde 
and two other CCC members 
arrested in snack bar. 

19 Dec 

RZ? 

Hagen/Westfalia 

Fire bombing of factory making 
military parachutes, South 

African links claimed. 

27 DEC 

ABU 

NIDAL 

ROME & VIENNA 

AIRPORT ATTACKS 

1986 

13 Jan 

RAF 

Wuppertal 

Mercedes (Daimler-Benz) branch 
offices bombed. 

14 Jan 

RAF 

Hanover 

Annelie BECKER, 31, wanted for 
several years and recently for 
Zimmermann assassination 


(Munich, l.Feb.85) arrested. 


86 


87 





1986 


1986 


15 Jan 

RAF 

Frankfurt 

2 women associates of Annelie 
Becker arrested. 

21 Jan 

FRAP/CCC 

Brussels 

Luc van ACKER, 25, student and 
bomb maker to FRAP/CCC is 
arrested. Lots of papers and files 
found. 

11 Feb 

RZ 

Bonn 

Bonn offices of South Africa 
Foundation bombed. 

25 Feb 

CCC 

Brussels 

Police discover CCC hide-out flat. 

28 Feb 

* * * 

Stockholm 

Olaf Palme assassinated. 

4 Mar 

Autonoms 

Gottingen 

Daimler-Benz (Mercedes) branch 
bombed by Commando “Slap 




Away the Shit”. 

29 Mar 

Arab (Syria/ 
Libya) 

Berlin 

Bomb in Kreuzberg premises of 
German—Arab Association by 2 




Berlin Arabs. 

5 Apr 

Arab (Syria/ 
Libya) 

Berlin 

Bomb in “La Belle” discotheque 
in Berlin kills 1 US soldier and 1 




Turkish girl, wounds 24. 


FLYING FROM 9RITA ' N BOMB LmYA (TRIPOLI 

21 Apr 

Arab 

West Berlin 

Ahmed Nawat Mansur HASI, 35 
brother of Nezar HINDAWI, 
London based El A1 bomber is 
arrested for bombing German- 
Arab Assoc. (29.Mar.86) 

28 Apr 

RZ 

Diisseldorf 

Time bomb explodes at Deutsche 
Bank (message against Bonn 
economic summit) 

28 Apr 

RZ 

Cologne 

2 time bombs against economic 
summit at offices of Hoechst co. 

& German engineering employers 
federation. 

1 May 

RZ 

Bonn 

Bomb at German Aero-space 
agency defused. 

3 May 

RZ 

Cologne 

Small external bomb at French 
computer maintenance company 
with contract for German army 
computers. 


5 May 

RAF 

Kirchheimbolanden (the 
Palatinate) 

US Army petrol station inside 
wire protecting barracks precints 
is bombed using time bomb. 

19 May 

AD 

Paris 

in district of Saint Cloud offices of 
Interpol are bombed. Confession 
letter may have been translated 
from German into French. 

30 May 

RZ 

nr.Frankfurt 

NATO oil pipe line bombed. 

ljun 

RZ 

Hamburg 

attempted bombing of central 
citizens registration office. 

9 Jun 


Karlsruhe 

Federal Supreme Court rules that 
Jorg LANG 46, ex-BM lawyer, 
may practice as a lawyer again. 

13 Jun 

RAF 

Wardenburg (just sth of 
Oldenburg) 

NATO oil pipe line pump station 
bombed. 

28 Jun 

Autonoms 

Grundremmingen 

A group calling itself “Edelweiss 
Pirates” leaves confession letter 
and 88 lb of explosive in failed 
bomb at atom power plant in 
Bavaria. 

5 Jul 

2ndJune 

Berlin 

Else SCHWIPPER, 49, sentenced 
to life for murder of Ulrich 
Schmiicker (in 1974) after longest 
trial in Fed.Rep. 

9 Jul 

RAF 

Strasslach (nr.Munich) 

Karl Heinz Beckurts & his driver 
Eckhard Goppler killed by bomb 
placed at roadside while he is 
being driven to work at Siemens. 

24 Jul 

RAF 

Aachen 

Night bombing of Fraunhofer 
institute for laser technology by a 
“fighting unit”. 

25 Jul 

RAF 

Immenstaad (Lake 
Constance) 

Early morning car bomb in 
Dornier (air craft factory) car 
park by a fighting unit”. 

2 Aug 

RAF 

Riisselheim 

Eva Sybille HAULE-FRIMPONG 
arrested in ice cream parlour 
together with Luitgard 
HORNSTEEN & Christian 
KLUTH 
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1986 


1986 


1986 


5 Aug RZora Munster 


Incendiary at “institute for human 
genetics”. 


11 Aug RAF 


Heimerzheim (nr.Bonn) Bombing of telecommunication 
centre of Bundesgrenzschutz 
(Border Protection Police). Action 
by “Fighting Unit Crespo Ceppa 
Gallende”. 


13 Aug RAF Duisburg 


13 Aug 

RAF 

Wuppertal 

17 Aug 

RZ 

Hamburg 

21 Aug 

Arab 

West Berlin 


26 Aug 

RZ? 

Marburg 

31 Aug 

RZ 

Cologne 

8 Sep 

RZ 

Cologne 

15 Sep 

RAF 

Munich 


Norbert HOFMEIER, 39, 
Barbara PERAU, 28, and 
Thomas Karlheinz THOENE, 21, 
are arrested on strong suspicion of 
membership of the RAF “illegal 
militants”. Complete bomb timer 
found in joint flat of Hofmeier & 
Perau and copy of 1 l.Aug 86 
confession letter on Heimerzheim 
bombing. 

Westinghouse Co. building is 
bombed 

Fire bombing of HQ of office for 
dealing with applicants for asylum 
in West Germany. 

3 Lebanese Berlin asylum seekers 
arrested with plans to attack US 
military cinema and suitcase full 
of explosives. 

Branch office of Dresdner Bank 
bombed. External bomb. 

Fed. Govt. Admin, office housing 
alien’s register with asylum 
seekers’ details. External bomb 

HQ of the Verfassungsschutz 
(German MI5) bombed by one 
man “Fighting Unit Christos 
Tsoutsouvis” demanding 
“immediate release of Gunter 
Sonnenberg”. 

“Illegal militants” of the RAF 
bomb office building housing 
PANAVIA and NATO MRCA 
Management Agency 


21 Sep 

RZora 

Brunswick 

Bomb at “Society for bio¬ 
technological research”. 

25 Sep 

RZ 

Hamm &C Hagen 

Aliens registration offices 
bombed. 

30 Sep 

RZ? 

Bonn 

Parcel bomb explodes at main 
sorting office; no one wounded. 

7 Oct 

RZ 

Cologne 

Mercedes„Benz office bombed. 

12 Oct 

RAF 

Bonn-lppendorf 

Gerold von Braunmiihl, 51, 
deputy under-secretary and head 
of political dept, of German 
foreign offfice is assassinated at 
9.30pm as he leaves taxi at his 
home. 

18 Oct 

RZora 

West Berlin 

failed bomb at company called 
Bio-technical Institute. 

28 Oct 

RZ 

West Berlin 

Head of West Berlin aliens’ 
registration, Harald Hollenberg 
is shot in his legs by the woman 
member of a team “fighting for 
the uprooted masses of the third 
world.” 

17 Nov 

RAF 

Heidelberg 

“Fighting unit Hind Alameh” 
[supposed member of 
Mogadishu hijack team] bombs 
IBM computer centre in 
Heidelberg. External bomb 
attached to 1st floor wall. 

7 Dec 

RAF 

Bielefeld 

A student, Jens KLEDE, 24, is 
arrested in his Bielefeld flat, 
where a bomb and a confession 
letter, dated 9.Dec.86, in the 
name of a “Fighting unit Philipp 
Muller” for an attack on a 
Siemens office is found. 

19 Dec 

RAF 

Cologne 

A “fighting unit Rolando 

Olalia” claims bomb at German 
Finance Corporation for 
Participations in Developing 
Countries. Bomb in typing pool 
explodes at night. 
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1986 


21 Dec RAF Bad Miinstereifel 

1987 


13 Jan 

Hizb 

Frankfurt 

13 Jan 

Hizb 

Milan 

17 Jan 

Hizb 

Beirut 

20 Jan 

Hizb 

Beirut 

21 Jan 

Hizb 

Bonn 

22 Jan 

RZ (?) 

Helmstedt 

27 Jan 

Hizb 

Saarland 

28 Jan 

Hizb 

Saarland 

11 Feb 

RAF 

Switzerl. 


Kurt-Schumacher-Education 
Centre of the SPD’s Friederich 
Ebert Foundation bombed. 


Mohamed Hamadeh, Lebanese 
June 85 TWA hijack suspect 
arrested at Frankfurt airport 
with 3 bottles of methyl-nitrate 
coming from Beirut via Milan. 

Bachir Khodr, Lebanese coming 
from Beirut arrested at airport 
with Easter eggs etc made of 
plastic explosive. 

Rudolf Cordes, German Floechst 
rep in Beirut kidnapped. 

Alfred Schmidt, Damascus based 
German Siemens engineer 
kidnapped from his West Beirut 
hotel. 

Demand for release of Hamadeh 
received by German government 
from Cordes & Schmidt 
kidnapppers, 

2 men &c 1 woman arrested with 
false Dutch papers at Helmstedt 
(after coming via transit route 
from Berlin) Suspected of being 
publishers of underground paper 
“radikal”. 

Ali Abbas Hamadeh (brother of 
Mohamed) and a German citizen 
by marriage arrested in 
Frankfurt after returning from 
Beirut. 

Hidden cache of buried bottles 
of methyl-nitrate found in 
Saarland near Ali Hamadeh’s 
home. 

Gabrielle Krocher-Tiedemann 
tries to marry Swiss Leftist 
journalist to avoid extradition. 


1987 


12 Feb 

RZ 

Liineburg 

Police defuse 2 bombs found at 
foot of electricity pylon after 
receiving RZ confession letter. 

20 Feb 

Kurds 

Iraq 

Manfred Berens, German Krupp 
engineer kidnapped by Kurds in 
Iraq. 

21 Feb 

AD 

Vitry-aux-Loges 

AD leadership arrested: Jean- 
Marc Ruuillan, Nathalie 
Menigon, Joelle Aubran,& 
Georges Cipriani at their farm 
house hideout. 

5 Mar 

RAF 

Frankfurt 

Ingrid Barabass, Mareile 
Schmegner sentenced to 4 yrs 10 
mths and 3 yrs 10 mnths 
respectively. 

12 Mar 

RAF 

Stuttgart 

Eva S.Haule-Frimpong, Luitgard 
Homstein, Christian Kluth 
charged at Stuttgart court with 
being RAF members. 

17 Mar 

RAF 

Diisseldorf 

Rolf Klemens Wagner, sentenced 
to life in Diisseldorf court for 
involvement in Schleyer kidnap 
& murder. 

6 Apr 

AD 

Poitiers 

Flat rented, but never used, by 
Georges Cipriani under the name 
of “Hans” discovered by police. 

23 Apr 

IRA 

Rheindahlen 

31 people injured (mainly 
Germans) in car bombing of 
BAOR barracks. 

May 

Danish 


36 Shell garages bombed by 
Danish RAF sympathisers. 

12 Jun 

Chaotics 

W.Berlin 

Violent demos during Pres. 
Reagan visit 

20 Jun 

RZ 

Frankfurt 

Electricty pylon blown up. 

23 Jun 

RAF 

Duisburg 

Josef Hofmeier, Barbara Perau, 
Thomas Thonne, Thomas 
Richter trial started [see 11 Aug. 
1986]. 

8 July 

RZ 

Berlin 

Aliens registration office burnt 
down in night time arson. 
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1987 


/ 


•! 1987 


21 Jul 

Autonom 

Munich 

Machinery in builder’s yard of 
atom power-station contractor 
bombed. 

( 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

17 Oct 

Autonoms 

Stuttgart 

23Jul 

AD 

Munich 

Renaud Laigle, 29, arrested at 

Munich airport while waiting for 
his visiting parents. 

i 

i 

2 Nov 

RZ (?) 

Brunswick 

15 Aug 

Red Zora 

various 

Small firebombs (some placed in 
pockets of coats for sale) are set 
off all at about 9 p.m. on 

Saturday in 8 shops of the Adler 
clothing chain in 8 towns, 

“Against exploitation of women 
in S.Korea & Sri Lanka”. 

i 

1 

i 

1 

j 

.i 

i 

i 

i 

2 Nov 

2 Nov 

Autonoms 

Frankfurt 

1 Sept 

RZ 

Berlin 

1 

J 

f 

RAF 

Diisseldorf 

Judge Gunter Korbmacher is 
shot in the leg by pistol-wielding 
motor cycle assailant as he walks 
to his private garage in the 
morning. RZ confession letter 
arrives next day. 

3 Nov 

Autonoms 




i 

i 

j 





j 

1 

Frankfurt 

7 Sept 

Hizb 

Beirut 

Alfred Schmidt, Damascus 

1 

.i 






j 

resident, Siemens engineer, 

j 






P 

kidnapped in Beirut in Jan 87, is 
released. Siemens said to have 

i 

i 

1 







paid $2 mill, ransom. 

-1 




16 Sept 

RAF 

Diisseldorf 

Tumultous disruption at trial of 

RAF sympathisers. Witness who 
left group is threatened. 

1 

i 

j 

Nov 

Autonoms 

Hamburg 

22 Sept 

RAF 

West Berlin 

2 incipient RAF supporting 
terrorists arrested after one of 








them loses bombing plans on 
transit railway and his mother 

| 

i 







advises him to give himself up to 
police. 

1 




15 Oct 

RAF 

West Berlin 

RAF sympathisers bomb house 


27 Nov 

AD 

Lyon 


of chief of Berlin Special Patrol 
Group police in the name of 


“revenge for truncheon service 
of the fascist West Berlin police 
at the Wackersdorf nuclear 
reprocessing plant”. 


Demonstration on 10th 
anniversary of Mogadishu rescue 
of hijacked German plane in 
sympathy for “political 
prisoners” of the RAF. 

Institute of Applied Micro- 
Electronics is bombed. 

Two police shot dead and 3 
wounded by gun shots at 
Frankfurt airport torchlight 
demonstration against new 
runway. 

Christoph Wackemagel & 
Gerhard Schneider, members of 
old RAF are released, having 
served 10 years of 15 year jail 
sentences. 

Andreas Eichler, 33, associate of 
Revolutionary Tradesmen 
arrested for killing 2 policemen 
at Frankfurt airport. Murder 
weapon found in his possession 
was snatched from a policeman 
at earlier demonstration. 

“Peace negotiations” between 
Hamburg Senate and the 
Hafenstrasse commune collapse. 
Streets are barricaded. 

Barricades partly dismantled 
after several days and tensions 
abate. Senate claims to be 
committed to removing 
commune. 

AD Leader, Max Frerot, 
arrested. 
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